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Having a fling

Photo by Marcia Martinek

Porter Barnes attempts to flip a ring over the leg of a 
giant spider at Saturday’s Pumpkin Patch. 

Firefighters have their say
The Leadville Professional Firefighters Association does not 
support referendum 1B which the county put on the ballot 
for the Nov. 1 election.
The question asks the community if the commissioners 
should spend time on developing a plan to create a county 
public improvement district for fire protection.
“ The reason is we don’t know what the intentions of the 
county are with it,” said Jonathan Bradley, with the 
firefighters association. [more] 
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Open space successes are celebrated
It was a time of celebration on Friday, Oct. 14, when 
representatives of a diverse partnership gathered at Hayden 
Meadows and the Hayden Ranch to mark eight years of 
work toward preserving open space in Lake County.
After a trip on the Sawatch Interpretive Trail and a tour of 
the Hayden Ranch, attendees gathered for lunch on a 
picture-perfect day. As they looked out at the blue sky and 
snowcapped peaks of the mountains, no one had to explain 
the importance of preserving this land. [more]

Need for jail explained
One of the ballot questions facing voters on Nov. 1 is 
whether the Lake County Commissioners should expend 
their time and energy to research the need for a new jail.
Sheriff Ed Holte responded to several questions about the 
current situation at the jail.
Built in 1955, the Lake County Jail is designed to hold 14 
inmates. [more]
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Firefighters have their say
by Ann E. Wibbenmeyer
Herald Staff Writer

The Leadville Professional Firefighters Association does not 
support referendum 1B which the county put on the ballot 
for the Nov. 1 election.
The question asks the community if the commissioners 
should spend time on developing a plan to create a county 
public improvement district for fire protection.
“ The reason is we don’t know what the intentions of the 
county are with it,” said Jonathan Bradley, with the 
firefighters association.
Bradley added that the department has not been contacted 
by the county commissioners with the problems they have, 
except that they are unhappy and this is their solution.
“ The county doesn’t give input now,” said association 
member Howard Tucker. It seems, he said, that the issue is 
the county paying 70 percent of the budget and the city 
paying 30 percent with governing power.
“ The department and the city are willing to listen but we 
don’t know what they want,” he said.
Commission Chair Ken Olsen said there is no plan, and the 
question is asking whether the community wants the 
commissioners to develop a plan.
In resolution 2005-36, passed by the board of county 
commissioner at 11 a.m. Tuesday, Oct. 18, the 
commissioners state their position that an opportunity exists 
for meaningful discussion and a solution to, “a seemingly 
endless community dilemma regarding fire protection.”
This opportunity, according to the resolution, came from 
House Bill 05-1067 being passed by the Colorado Legislature 
allowing a county to form a public improvement district for 
fire protection, which was not previously allowed.
The firefighters association, said Bradley, advocates a 
strategic planning initiative instead of a ballot question with 
a meaning of which he is unsure. 
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A strategic plan would answer the questions of the county, 
the community and the city. It will also answer the question 
of governance and the level and cost-of-service goals in the 
next five years, said Bradley.
A strategic plan, he said, would be a scientific look at facts.
“ After the process, the answer is easy,” he said.
This would allow the community to have input on the 
strengths and weaknesses of the department, said Tucker.
A strategic plan may say that the county should run the fire 
department, or it may say a separate district is needed, said 
Bradley, but the issues have to be studied first.
The referendum would still ultimately result in an inter-
governmental agreement, said Bradley. Now the county 
contracts with a city department. With a public improvement 
district, the city would contract with the county department.
The referendum would not solve the problems in Twin Lakes 
and Beaver Lakes Estates, he said. Right now there is a 396-
mile area covered by one engine out of the Leadville station.
What is needed in Twin Lakes is a new building, a fire engine 
and money to support a volunteer, community fire 
department, said Bradley. Volunteers are not free, he added. 
They need to be trained and there has to be incentives.
Bradley admitted that services do need to improve, but the 
department can’t do that without knowing what the 
community wants and the sacrifice community members are 
willing to make for it, he said.
He also admitted that the current governance of the fire 
department is not ideal. However, “the mayor and city 
council allow the chief to make decisions on the day-to-day 
operations without interference,” he said.
“ Under the county, we don’t know. They won’t tell us. We 
asked,” he added.
The third option may be to have a fire district, with an 
elected board with its only job being to run the fire 
department, said Bradley.
Not the day-to-day operations, added Tucker; that is why 
there is a fire chief.
The commissioners believe, as stated in their resolution, that 
a fire protection district with an elected board is not in the 
best interest of the public as a whole.
“ The public in Lake County does not need more 
government,” the resolution says.
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Hayden Ranch has many historic buildings that 
create a scene like this one.

Open space successes are celebrated
by Marcia Martinek
Herald Editor

It was a time of celebration on Friday, Oct. 14, when 
representatives of a diverse partnership gathered at Hayden 
Meadows and the Hayden Ranch to mark eight years of work 
toward preserving open space in Lake County.
After a trip on the Sawatch Interpretive Trail and a tour of 
the Hayden Ranch, attendees gathered for lunch on a picture-
perfect day. As they looked out at the blue sky and 
snowcapped peaks of the mountains, no one had to explain 
the importance of preserving this land.
The event commemorated all the work that has been 
accomplished since the Hayden Ranch was optioned by the 
city of Aurora for its water rights in1998. Instead of 
developing the land, Aurora then went to the Lake County 
Board of Commissioners to determine how the local 
community might want to see the land used.
That marked the start of the Lake County Open Space 
Initiative or LCOSI, a group of partners whose first task was 
to poll local citizens, subsequently learning that 91 percent 
of them favored protection of the lands as open space.
Since that time, some 25 different agencies have been 
involved in a process that has:
• Placed 8,000 acres under an ecosystem-management plan



• Established a 13-square-mile land linkage between the 
Sawatch and Mosquito mountain ranges, providing view 
corridors and wildlife migration routes and habitat
• Constructed the Hayden Meadows Recreation Area and 
Hayden Meadows Reservoir
• Built the Sawatch Range Interpretive Trail
The 36-acre parcel containing the Hayden Ranch has been 
transferred by Aurora to Colorado Preservation Inc., which 
will oversee initial preservation work to the ranch’s 16 
buildings, now listed in the state and national registers of 
historic places. 
Colorado Mountain College has a purchase option on the 
property that will allow it to take ownership in five years. 
CMC’s historic preservation program, to begin in the fall of 
2006 at the Timberline Campus here, will provide students 
from CMC and other institutions with classroom and hands-
on work to prepare them for employment in historic 
preservation fields.
CMC – Timberline Campus Dean John Marrin was master of 
ceremonies at the event, presenting Dean’s Awards for 
Excellence in Education to many who have participated in the 
project.
Leadville Mayor Bud Elliott, one of the speakers, expressed 
his appreciation to Aurora for that city’s role. In 1998, the 
need for front-range water was at a peak leading to many 
jurisdictional battles, he said, and Leadville was considered 
by some to be a mining town with no apparent interest in 
history or preservation. In the formation of LCOSI, entities 
set aside political and personal agendas in order to work 
together to preserve the open space.
Aurora Mayor Edward J. Tauer said, “We’re learning how to 
be a better partner,” and added it was a privilege to 
participate with Lake County and Leadville in the project.
Later Tauer received a special plaque complete with a set of 
elk horns. “Thanks for saving our home,” it said in reference 
to the 1,400 acres now owned by the Bureau of Land 
Management that is winter home to herds of elk. 
Two special guests at the celebration were Betty Farrington 
and her daughter, Peggy. Bill Farrington, Betty’s husband, 
had managed the ranch between 1946 and 1954. Their 
daughter, Peggy, was born during this time, and Betty 
Farrington had many tales of her days on the ranch, which 
was used then for raising cattle and hay. She helped identify 
the many ranch buildings, including the one where the ranch 
generated its own power, and noted that the ranch even 
once had a school house, which has been moved off the 
property now.
The family dug peat from the area of Hayden Meadows 
Reservoir and kept it in a peat barn on the ranch, she said.
Bill Scherer of CMC earlier taped an interview with Betty 
Farrington at the ranch, preserving her memories of living 
there. 

Need for jail explained
by Marcia Martinek



Herald Editor

One of the ballot questions facing voters on Nov. 1 is 
whether the Lake County Commissioners should expend their 
time and energy to research the need for a new jail.
Sheriff Ed Holte responded to several questions about the 
current situation at the jail.
Built in 1955, the Lake County Jail is designed to hold 14 
inmates.
The current daily average is 23 inmates, according to Holte. 
Since the jail is not allowed by law to hold more than its 
capacity, the additional inmates are transported elsewhere, 
usually the Summit County Jail. Summit also gets all female 
prisoners, as the Lake County jail is not equipped to house 
females.
There is a cost associated with this. In 2004, the county paid 
$128,905 to house inmates in Summit County, according to 
Holte. Based on trends so far in 2005, it should cost about 
$160,000 this year.
The Lake County Jail does recoup some funds from inmates 
on work-release who are charged for their room and board, 
but it’s only 15 to 20 percent that pay, Holte said.
Inmates here are charged $20 a day; in Summit County, the 
cost is $45, but Lake County prisoners still only pay $20 as 
Holte doesn’t believe they should be penalized financially 
because there is no room for them here.
As far as juveniles are concerned, they are not housed at the 
jail. The facility for juveniles is Mountain View in Denver, but 
there are only four beds for the entire 5th Judicial District, of 
which Lake County is a part.
Since the jail was first built, there have been added 
requirements that it cannot meet. These include 70 square 
feet of space per inmate, regular hourly checks of inmates 
and areas to exercise, to receive medical attention and to 
meet privately with attorneys and families.
The jail was sued once in 1980. Holte said he is hoping he 
will be able to stave off another lawsuit if the county can 
move on replacing the current jail.
The county will have an opportunity to purchase the Xcel 
property on Poplar and Mtn. View in the coming year which 
could serve as a location for the jail and a new sheriff’s 
office, Holte said.
He estimates the cost around $2 million.
If the county does get sued again over the jail, Holte fears 
that the federal government could step in and shut down the 
jail. Constructing a new facility under the auspices of the 
federal government would be considerably more expensive 
than having the county do so, he said.
The question on the ballot merely asked if the commissioners 
should study the issue. If the county were to seek a bond 
issue to construct a jail, voters would have to vote again to 
approve the issue.
The Lake County Commissioners Tuesday passed a 
resolution stating that should the Xcel property and building 
become available and rehabilitations costs be reasonable, 
that this might be a realistic approach to replacing the jail. 



BOCC positions told
by Ann E. Wibbenmeyer
Herald Staff Writer

In a special meeting Tuesday morning, Oct. 18, the Lake 
County Board of County Commissioners passed a resolution 
stating its position on the ballot questions.
On Nov. 1, there will be referendums 1A, 1B, 1C, 1D and a 
Lake County School District R-1 referendum 3A on the ballot.
The school district question is asking for one at-large district 
in the county instead of the geographically designated 
districts in place now.
This, “would be highly beneficial to the community,” said the 
resolution.
It would allow anyone to run for a position on the board 
regardless of where they live.
“ We believe this would also reduce vacancies on the school 
board,” said the county board.
Referendum 1A for the county asks that term limits be 
eliminated for county commissioners, which is also supported 
by the current board of commissioners.
The board believes that state law should not govern local 
choice for commissioners, and that there is an opportunity 
every four years to replace the commissioners via the 
election process, according to the resolution.
The question of water management is dealt with in 
Referendum 1C for the county. They want to know if the 
community wants them to spend county time on the issue.
“ The potential benefits and cost to Lake County citizens in 
joining an existing district needs to be weighed with Lake 
County developing and maintaining its own enterprise,” said 
the resolution as the county position on the question.
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Photo by Ann E. Wibbenmeyer

Johnathan Orenday carries the ball for the Lake County 
Panthers at the game Saturday while Jake Brunjack 
holds off Colorado Springs Christian Lions. The Panthers 
scored one touchdown the last play of the game, making 
the final score 6-53.

Coach’s commentary
Team loses grasp on concept of 
teamwork
by Geo Gipson
LCHS Football Coach

Some lessons are hard to learn. Take teamwork, for 
example. In a town scraped up out of a barren sub-alpine 
valley, settled and built up by rugged individualists, the 
concept of teamwork can be a tough one to swallow. 
In an attempt to counter this, some might point to our 
town’s mining history. There, see, the mines were places of 
great teamwork, weren’t they? Not exactly. 

http://www.leadvilleherald.com/Events/index.html
http://peaksnewsnet.com/
http://www.weather.com/weather/local/80461
http://www.leadvilleherald.com/realestate/realestate.html
http://www.leadvilleherald.com/class/index.html
http://www.themountainmail.com/Formlayout.asp?formcall=userform&form=1
http://www.leadvilleherald.com/archives/archives.html
http://coloradoheadwaters.com/
http://www.leadvilleherald.com/class/order.html
http://www.leadvilleherald.com/contact/contact.html
http://www.chaffeecountytimes.com/
http://www.theflume.com/
http://bvrealestate.com/
http://www.themountainmail.com/
http://themountainmail.com/earlyyears


The time of the early mines saw individualists coming to 
this place in droves with one thing in mind. They came here 
neither to bolster the mining company’s bottom line, nor to 
work for the common good. From constable to gambler, 
shopkeep to miner, preacher to prostitute, they came here 
not to improve the nascent city’s roads, or to establish 
social programs, or to preserve the natural environment or 
even necessarily to save souls. By and large these 
individualists came here for the selfish purpose of getting 
filthy rich by any means. 
An impecunious herd of individuals, driven by thoughts of 
someday striking it big, working to make a rich mine owner 
even richer and held together only through the coercive 
heavy-handedness of a shift boss intent upon lining his own 
pockets does not a team make. Teamwork is predicated 
upon selfless acts, and is defined as the cooperative efforts 
of members of a team to achieve a common goal. 
Last Saturday the Lake County High School Panthers 
football team lost sight of the goal, lost their grasp on the 
concept of teamwork, and went at it for themselves. Short 
of forfeiting the game against the visiting Colorado Springs 
Christian School Lions, we the coaching staff refused to 
coach the collection of individuals, and instructed them to 
coach themselves. 
A touchdown was eventually scored in fourth quarter as 
time ran out; a touchdown scored by our varsity squad 
against the opposing team’s very tired freshmen, they 
having been put in the game after the first quarter during 
which CSCS quite handily ran the score to nearly 40-0. 
During the contest we witnessed displays of selfless effort 
from those leaders who toil relentlessly without regard for 
the limelight, as well as arrogance, self-aggrandizement, 
and poor sportsmanship from those individuals who at 
every turn exclaimed, “Look at me!” and, “I did it!”
In the end, Saturday’s game served as a crucible for the 
Panthers, and already more growth than detriment has 
been gleaned from it and applied to the betterment of the 
team, as our men played well and applied solid team 
principles during Monday’s JV game against the Buena Vista 
Demons (final score 20-6). 
While a number of “concerned” observers have opined that 
our methods were without merit, we have yet to see a 
flood, a torrent or even a trickle of applications of those 
who would profess to do better. While some so-called fans 
were moved to making disparaging remarks from the 
stands, those displays are reduced to mere background 
noise when compared to the overwhelming support and 
encouragement we received from other coaching staffs, 
game officials and people such as our local district judge, 
the Honorable Wayne Patton. 
The LCHS Panthers travel to Buena Vista this Friday for a 
varsity match-up against the Demons. Join us at the game 
and witness our men growing and excelling.
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Katie Stege strides to the finish 
line at the Tri-Peaks league meet. 
She finished 10th overall earning 
All-Conference honors. 

Willis repeats 
as Tri-Peaks 
champion
Alex Willis defended 
his title from a year 
ago at the Tri-Peaks 
League meet with a 
17-minute, 1-second 
outing leading five 
other Panther 
harriers to all-
conference honors. In 
doing so, he is the Tri-
Peaks male runner of 
the year. 
The Lady Panthers 
put three in the top 
ten. Leading the way 
was Emily Stege in 
7th place, Kristen 
Wells in 8th place and 
Katie Stege in 10th 
place. 
Marco Peinado was 
the fifth Panther with 
a 14th-place finish to 
earn the league 
honors. Both teams 
finished in 4th 

position. 
Next action for the Panthers is the state-qualifying Region 4 
meet at Pagosa Springs on Saturday. The boys are the 
defending Region 4 champions. “Both teams are running 
very well. We’ll need a solid effort from all the runners in 
scoring valuable team points,” said Coach Don Quinn. The 
top 20 individuals and four teams qualify for the state 
meet. 
These student athletes have worked very hard. Willis heads 
into the meet with five first-place finishes. He’ll be backed 
by fellow seniors Marco and Oguer Peinado, Jesus Benitez 
and junior Robbie Deister. Running for the Lady Panthers 
will be junior Emily Stege with freshmen Kristen Wells, 
Katie Stege, Olivia Sparkman and Ana Chavarria completing 
the five member teams. 
“ We run five and score four for the team points. We’ll be 
competitive, with stiff competition coming from Pagosa 
Springs and Bayfield,” said Quinn. 
League Results
Boys
1 Alex Willis 17:01
14 Marco Peinado 18:36
28 Robbie Deister 19:30
34 Oguer Peinado 19:43
35 Jesus Benitez 19:44

 



53 Chris Lange 20:52
62 Breian Wells 21:18
75 Alex Knoll 22:18
88 Freddie Chavarria 24:02
91 Roger Espinoza 24:52
95 Ethan Hren 26:22
99 Jacob Arvidson 32:10
Girls
7 Emily Stege 21:45
8 Kristen Wells 21:47 
10 Katie Stege 21:50
52 Olivia Sparkman 25:06
59 Ana Chavarria 25:41 
84 Kimberly Villegas 29:05
Team Points 
Girls
1 TCA 42
2 Manitou Springs 55
3 CSCS 76
4 Lake County 77
5 BV 94
Team Points Boys
1 CSCS 20
2 TCA 58
3 LaJunta 66
4 Lake County 77
5 BV 105
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Editorial

From the editor 

County questions
The county commissioners are asking for your advice at the 
Nov. 1 election. They want to know if you think they should 
spend their time and energy on any of three issues.
First is Referendum 1B regarding fire protection. Specifically 
the question asks if the county should spend time to 
develop a plan to create a county public improvement 
district for fire protection. The plan, which would mean the 
county would assume responsibility for the fire department 
in cooperation with the city of Leadville, then would be 
voted upon in November 2006.
Now, the city runs the department in cooperation with the 
county. The plan would shift the responsibility.
We are voting no on this referendum because it appears to 
shut the door to other options.
We would like to see a study on forming a separate fire 
district that would be run by an elected board and have 
taxing authority. We have seen fire districts operate well in 
other areas that included both cities and unincorporated 
county. We’d like to see if this could be the case locally.
Beyond that, we really haven’t seen any compelling reasons 
for the county’s taking over fire rescue. 
Next is Referendum 1C, the water question. Thanks to the 
recent water forum, we have a better idea of what joining 
one or both of the water conservancy districts can do for 
us, but there are still unanswered questions. Can the 
county do just as well if it just forms its own water-activity 
enterprise and manages its water on its own? Would joining 
one of the districts be enough, or should we join both? Can 
we afford to join one or both?
We don’t feel we have the answers to any of these 
questions right now. We do feel that this is no time to be 
parochial about water issues. The county has an asset in its 
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Watershed Advisory Council, and the two conservancy 
districts seem eager to work with us in getting our 
questions answered.
Of course the county needs to spend more time on this 
matter. We’re voting yes on this one.
Third is Referendum 1D, the issue of a new jail for Lake 
County. In truth, there’s no question that our current jail 
isn’t up to snuff. Not only are we spending money to 
transport and house our prisoners elsewhere, we are facing 
even greater expense if there is another lawsuit lodged 
against the county. 
We know it’s tough to think of putting public funds into jail 
facilities, especially those of us who don’t plan to personally 
take advantage of them. There are so many other needs. 
But we do have a responsibility to house prisoners in a legal 
manner. To us, this issue is clear. The county needs to 
study the jail issue and determine how we can meet current 
and future needs in the most efficient manner. We’re voting 
yes on this question.
••••• 
The celebration last Friday at Hayden Ranch and Hayden 
Meadows was a significant one as representatives from 
local, state and federal agencies and groups came together 
to celebrate eight years of effort toward preserving open 
space in Lake County. So, where were our own county 
commissioners? Commission Chair Ken Olsen, admitting to 
“mixed emotions,” told us the commissioners can’t make it 
to all events. Judging from some of the comments we heard 
at the event, their absence clearly was noted. 
Marcia Martinek
Herald Editor

 

 



September 15, 2005 Edition 

New Arrival

Cheyanne Nevaeh 
Gutierrez
Jennifer and Mike Gutierrez of 
Cripple Creek announce the birth of 
their daughter, Cheyanne Nevaeh 
Gutierrez. 
Cheyanne was born on Aug. 2 at 
Memorial Hospital at 3:54 a.m., 
weighing 5 pounds, 2 ounces. 
Cheyanne joins brothers Dominick, 6, and Bobby and 
Brandyn, 1 1/2.
Their mother, whose maiden name was Gonzales, graduated 
from LCHS in 2001.
Grandparents are Beverly and Greg Windorski of Leadville, 
Robert Gonzales of Monte Vista, Kathleen and Russ Wekamp 
of Fountain, Walter Gutierrez of Colorado Springs. Great-
grandmother is Lydia Martinez of Leadville.
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Obituaries

Dolores (Dee) DeMille
Born Dolores Ruth Mazzullo in Washington, D.C., on Sept. 
16, 1928, to Ruth and John Mazzullo, Dolores DeMille died 
Oct. 6 in Las Vegas at home with her family after a long 
illness.
Mazzullo married Lewis Blakeney DeMille in December of 
1947. In 1948 they moved to his beloved Canada and 
settled in the Province of Quebec 200 miles south of Hudson 
Bay where he worked in the mines. The following year they 
traded the far north for a more temperate climate near 
Moneton, New Brunswick where their first born, Deborah, 
arrived in 1949. 
By this time, Mazzullo tired of too-cold Canada, moved back 
to Washington, D.C., where Cynthia arrived in 1951. The 
family moved to the Climax/Leadville area in 1953. After 
many years of their wanting another child, Christopher 
arrived in 1958. 
They worked and lived in Climax until 1960, and then went 
into business in Leadville operating Blake’s Place until 
changing location to Kristi Lounge in 1966. In 1972 they 
had the opportunity to buy Kristi Lanes & Lounge bowling 
center, thanks to Walt Gates. They were also owners of 
Harvest Lanes in La Junta. 
They made their home in Golden for many years prior to 
moving to Las Vegas for health reasons. The family sold 
Kristi Lanes to John and Willie Balogh just prior to 
Mazzullo’s death.
Mazzullo was an accomplished swimmer and diver in her 
younger years, and worked for the federal government and 
the Pentagon in Washington, D.C. She enjoyed dancing and 
singing, gardening and of course bowling. She loved 
flowers, music, decorating her home, and entertaining and 
cooking for her family and friends. In her later years she 
liked the excitement of the casinos, and loved living in the 
environment she created. But most of all, she loved life.
In addition to her husband, Mazzullo leaves behind her 
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daughter Cindy and husband Jim Wiese, their daughter 
Cheryl and partner Ruben Medina; daughter Deb and her 
sons Cory and Zach Ballentine; son Chris and his partner 
Charley Gillis, and son Dustin; three great-grandchildren, 
Nathaniel and Ryan Medina and Heather DeMille; her sisters 
Betty Haines and Joan Bozzonetti; adopted daughter Cindy 
Semken and her children Donna and Chris. She was 
preceded in death by her parents and brother Bernie.
Mazzullo will be remembered for her great, generous spirit 
toward everyone she knew in need. She was “one class 
act.” 
There will be no services, as she wished.

Dwight C. Edgar
Dwight C. Edgar died at his home in Leadville at the age of 
54. Edgar was born on March 19, 1951, in Williamsport, Pa. 
His parents were the late Horace C. and Jane F. (Moon) 
Edgar, Jr.
Edgar lived in Colorado for the past 20 years. He loved 
hiking and fishing and just being outdoors. 
Edgar had worked for Sunshine Painting in Summit County 
since 1993 and was known for his precise and particular 
work. He always listened to the customer and strove to 
please them. 
Edgar is preceded in death by his parents. He is survived by 
two sisters, Dollie (Steve) Hall in Williamsport, Pa., and 
Bonnie (Dave) Dickson, in Youngsville, Pa.; and three 
nephews, Joseph and Joshua Hall and Jimmy Dickson, all in 
Pennsylvania. 
Arrangements are being handled by Bailey Funeral Home in 
Leadville.
Plans for a memorial service at a later date are pending. 
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Letters to the editor...

Vote no on fire issue
In my informed opinion the upcoming ballot issue asking if 
we should “explore the possibility” of forming a public 
improvement district is not the answer.
The question asks that the commissioners be allowed to 
research the formation of a special district to create a fire 
department. But what it seems to really mean is that the 
commissioners intend to “run the fire department” and your 
vote should be no.
There is already a flawed management system that controls 
Leadville/Lake County Fire Rescue. Currently the 
department is managed by the city with input from the 
county. The costs are split 30 percent to the city, 70 
percent to the county. This has created discourse and 
mistrust between the governments and has put our 
firefighters and their chief in several difficult positions.
The proposed PID would allow the creation of a new fire 
department that will legally only be allowed to cover the 
unincorporated areas of Lake County, which means no fire 
coverage for the city unless the city forms its own 
department. The only other way for a fire department to 
cover the city would be to negotiate a new 
intergovernmental agreement. The new management of the 
fire department will be the three county commissioners. 
This new PID is the creation of new discourse, new 
arguments and new mistrust between the city and the 
county, and is obviously flawed!
My reading of the legislation that allows counties to create 
PIDs also indicates that the county would have to generate 
new income to fund the PID. Is the county going to refund 
to the taxpayers the 70 percent of the fire budget that they 
pay now? Is the 30 percent the city pays going to be given 
to the PID? Are the city councils of the future going to have 
an intergovernmental agreement with the PID?
I don’t want the commissioners running our fire 
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department. We have a professional fire department that is 
well-trained and hardworking. I have spoken with them and 
they don’t think that the PID is the solution. The 
commissioners have not even told them how it might affect 
their jobs. Why all of this secrecy? Why would the 
commissioners want to take on more work for themselves 
even if they could? And where on earth is the money going 
to come from when now they can’t seem to scrape two 
pennies together to pay for much-needed repairs or to keep 
the firefighters we still have from taking jobs elsewhere?
The PID is not going to solve the management and budget 
issues. The PID is no benefit to our community. Don’t let 
the semantics fool you into thinking that “exploring the 
possibility” is ok. Don’t let these commissioners put you and 
your community in further jeopardy! Don't vote for the PID. 
Vote no!
Carrie Kroschel
Lake County 

Vote yes on at-large district
We are asking Lake County voters to vote yes to change 
the school district’s director districts. As it is now, our small 
county is geographically divided into five districts based on 
population requiring that a school board member (or 
candidate) live in one particular district. In this November’s 
election, District 3 does not have any candidate and District 
5 has three declared candidates.
It is hoped that by having one “at-large” district, potentially 
interested candidates will not be limited by where they 
reside. Additionally, voters will not be limited to one choice 
or no choice because of the lack of candidates from one 
particular district.
With more candidates from whom to choose, the voters can 
decide who to elect based on merit rather than address. 
Thank you.
Lake County School Board
Jack Saunders, Christopher Barnes, Diana Martinez, 
Stephanie Olsen and Keith Moffett

C and D will support services
Thank you for your endorsement of Referenda C and D. I 
would like to point out some of the possible effects of these 
referenda here in Lake County. 
Referendum C asks taxpayers to allow the state to keep 
taxes already collected (for five years only), to support 
services that are critical to Colorado citizens. These include: 
afterschool programs for youth (including Full Circle 
programs for over 300 local youth), community colleges 
(Colorado Mountain College), health care (for low-income, 
disabled and elderly people), roads and bridges and K-12 
schools.
A “yes” vote on the Colorado Economic Recovery Act, also 
known as Referenda C and D, will give our state the ability 

 



to make meaningful investments in proven programs that 
are vital to children, the elderly and workers. If Referenda C 
and D pass, the average rebate taxpayers will forego would 
only be about $98 per year; if you are in the lowest income 
tax bracket, it would be $70. If C and D do not pass, 
rebates would be issued in the form of tax credits and 
would not be redeemable until 2007. Aren’t our children 
worth 27 cents per day?
C and D directly impact Full Circle of Lake County. The only 
way we can offer free services to 300 children and over 100 
parents is through state funding, the very state funding that 
will be cut if C and D fail (the funding in fact has already 
been reduced with the $1 billion in cuts made over the past 
four years). I urge you to vote YES on C and D and consider 
the huge impact you will have on our children.
I would be happy to share specifics on the impact Full Circle 
makes in Lake County.
Thank you and please vote.
Alice B. Pugh
Full Circle of Lake County, Inc. 

Forum was biased
When I attended a Salida “Build A Generation” Issues 
Forum that was held on Oct. 5, I was expecting an 
educational input to the public. What I found out once again 
is that I attended a biased and controlled forum.
In short, what happened is that a question that I had 
written down was not given by (the pro-C and D referenda 
moderator) Bruce Atchison to State Rep. Tom Massey. My 
question was, “If C and D are not tax increases, then why in 
the past has Governor Bill Owens stated ‘..that lowering 
taxpayers’ expected (TABOR) refunds would amount to a 
tax increase?’”
Source: Former Sate Senator John Andrews 2004 spring 
clip which shows him admitting it in papers across the state.
I asked Mr. Atchison why my question was not given to Mr. 
Massey. He shocked me with his answer. He said, “I chose 
not to give him your question because it would be offensive 
to him.” After the meeting I asked State Rep. Tom Massey 
to look at my question and see if he felt that this question 
would be offensive to him. He answered, “It would not.”
So much for disingenuous remarks by the C and D advocate 
Bruce Atchison and the controlled forums that claim to 
inform the public!
Lou Gamboa
Twin Lakes

Kudos are expressed for coach
Three cheers for football coach George Gipson, his coaching 
staff and most of all, the Lake County High School football 
team for their perseverance, dedication and determination 
to succeed. Coach Gipson is correct in his assessment that 
the high school football program is really more than just 



winning or losing games. The lessons being taught and 
learned have far-reaching consequences both on and off the 
gridiron. The saying, “No matter if you win or lose it’s how 
you play the game” is particularly apt in this situation. 
Speaking about his players, Coach Gipson says it best in his 
Oct. 13 article, “It’s about more than winning and losing, 
that no matter whence they came, what their familial 
histories or what others may say about them, their futures 
are entirely in their hands and of their own making.”
In a society where it’s become acceptable for an individual 
to make excuses or blame others for his/her shortcomings, 
it is increasingly more important for those who are role 
models for our adolescents to demand that they accept 
responsibility for their own actions. Giving it your all, no 
matter whether you’re competing in sports, taking a test in 
algebra or providing for your family is really the most 
important thing. Trying and failing is not shameful unless 
you don’t learn from your mistake. Most of the time you 
discover that you must try and try and try again before you 
reach your goal. Helping teenagers learn how to be 
successful is one of life’s most important lessons. 
Praising a kid for the one thing he does right produces 
better results than scolding him for the countless things he 
may do wrong. It’s called positive reinforcement. Although 
correcting wrongful behavior is necessary in keeping kids 
focused on the right path, a negative attitude never reaps 
positive results.
Go Panthers! You are as good as you believe you are.
Jo Ann Stuever
Leadville

Middle school players congratulated
I would like to congratulate the junior high football team for 
an outstanding season. The 8th graders have proven that 
they can be competitive, and that is no small deed. Being 
ranked number 1 in the league is “proof in the pudding.”
Most football programs in other communities start their kids 
off at or near the 8-year-old level. This means that the 
other teams have had up to four and maybe five years of 
organized football experience before our teams play them. 
That being said, what our kids have learned in just a year 
or two under the guidance of Coach Masterson, and new 
this year, Coach Lenhard is truly remarkable.
In Lake County, the middle school is where football is born. 
Proof of this jump start is seen with the strong freshman 
group of players that the varsity has capitalized on. With 
the support of this year’s 8th grade team, in a year or two, 
you should see some real football being played here. It 
takes years to hone the skills needed to play football 
successfully. In my experience as a former collegiate player 
as well as a coach, I have seen many positive things come 
out of football: leadership, sportsmanship, responsibility 
and discipline to name only a few.
The only shame I see in the Lake County football program 



is the late start. That is something to consider. There is 
nothing wrong with our kids. Kids are kids no matter where 
they grow up. It’s what they are taught in their short 
childhood that makes all the difference. At the end of the 
day, win or lose, football is something that we as players 
will cherish forever.
Greg Forkner
Leadville

Loud music complaints are a waste
I think it is a shame that now Leadville has to come up with 
something else to complain about. First it was mufflers 
being too loud and then the mini bikes. And now it is the 
music being too loud. 
I myself would rather see kids spending their money on 
their vehicles and not on buying drugs or alcohol. I am sure 
that when all of us adults were teenagers, we did things 
that bothered other adults. It is only a couple of seconds as 
a vehicle drives by that you hear any music anyway. I think 
this town needs to worry about other issues more 
important. 
I have lost count on how many times (name withheld) has 
spit on my windshield. I was told one time after he jumped 
out in front of my vehicle and acted as if he had a gun that 
he was just having a bad day.
Let’s put more time and energy on important issues that 
will affect Leadville in the future. 
Eva Vigil
Leadville




