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Firefighter Jonathan Bradley and Debbie Bauer share the 
task of stopping cars on West 6th Street to raise money 
for the Muscular Dystrophy Association and Hurricane 
Katrina victims.

Donations gathered for relief efforts
Leadville residents are making an effort to help the victims 
of Hurricane Katrina, which devastated southern United 
States cities such as New Orleans.
Peoples National Bank of Leadville announced that it will be 
matching the first $5,000 of funds collected in jars it has 
placed at Family Dollar, Saturday’s Discount, Quincy’s and 
the Scarlet Inn, according to Kathy Sanders of Peoples. 
[more] 

Group seeks smaller ICO
The Institutions Control Overlay Advisory Committee wants 

http://www.leadvilleherald.com/Events/index.html
http://peaksnewsnet.com/
http://www.weather.com/weather/local/80461
http://www.leadvilleherald.com/realestate/realestate.html
http://www.leadvilleherald.com/class/index.html
http://themountainmail.com/Formlayout.asp?formcall=userform&form=1
http://www.leadvilleherald.com/archives/archives.html
http://coloradoheadwaters.com/
http://www.chaffeecountytimes.com/
http://www.theflume.com/
http://bvrealestate.com/
http://www.themountainmail.com/
http://themountainmail.com/earlyyears
http://peaksnewsnet.com/
http://www.leadvilleherald.com/class/order.html


to use the data collected over the years by the 
Environmental Protection Agency to reduce the size of the 
ICO.
At the committee meeting on Aug. 31, Committee Chair 
Brad Littlepage asserted that 18.5 miles, which includes all 
of the California Gulch Superfund site, was excessive. [more]

Tombstone benefit honors lawman
Locals and others will have a chance to honor a fallen 
Leadville officer, Marshal Martin Duggan, on Saturday, Sept. 
17.
A tribute will be held at the Tabor Opera House starting at 
6:30 p.m., featuring country and western singer and 
songwriter Jon Chandler and the Whichitones. [more] 
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Donations gathered for relief efforts
by Ann E. Wibbenmeyer
Herald Staff Writer

Leadville residents are making an effort to help the victims of 
Hurricane Katrina, which devastated southern United States 
cities such as New Orleans.
Peoples National Bank of Leadville announced that it will be 
matching the first $5,000 of funds collected in jars it has 
placed at Family Dollar, Saturday’s Discount, Quincy’s and 
the Scarlet Inn, according to Kathy Sanders of Peoples.
On Friday, one customer donated $1,000, she said, and the 
total after two days of fund raising is $2,171.64. The jars 
should be there until the end of the month. All funds will go 
to the Red Cross for hurricane victims specifically.
Sue Jewell said her high school newspaper students will be 
“juggling our cans,” around the school to collect. These funds 
will be added to the Peoples Bank total.
Lake County Middle School turned its fund-raising effort into 
a game among the classes by starting penny wars. All 
classes will compete to see who can collect the most 
pennies, according to Melanie Brown at the school.
Leadville Liquors has donated Friday, Sept. 9, Rock Jam 
tickets to KVRH out of Salida for listeners who donate to the 
Red Cross fund. For a $20 donation, the listener will get one 
ticket, and a $30 donation gets two tickets, according to 
DeAnn Skala.
Leadville Lake County Fire Rescue was out with fire boots 
this weekend collecting money as well.
The original intent of that fund-raiser was for the Muscular 
Dystrophy Association. According to firefighter Leigh Foster, 
half the money raised on Sunday and Monday will also be 
given to hurricane victims.
The fire department was able to collect $5,940.66 total to be 
divided, according to firefighter John Ortiz, t
“ We would like to thank all the community members who 
gave donations and special thanks to Subway and Pizza Hut 
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for the donation of food for the volunteers. Also, we would 
like to thank the volunteers who gave their time to ask for 
donations,” said Ortiz.
“ This was a great effort made by all, and there will be many 
people who will benefit from these donations,” he added.
The local Safeway is taking donations through the register, 
and donations can also be given online at the Red Cross 
Website: www.RedCross.org.

Group seeks smaller ICO
by Ann E. Wibbenmeyer
Herald Staff Writer

The Institutions Control Overlay Advisory Committee wants 
to use the data collected over the years by the 
Environmental Protection Agency to reduce the size of the 
ICO.
At the committee meeting on Aug. 31, Committee Chair Brad 
Littlepage asserted that 18.5 miles, which includes all of the 
California Gulch Superfund site, was excessive.
Committee member Dennis Zadra agreed, saying, “We were 
arbitrarily included with no way to be excluded.” His property 
was put into the ICO despite the fact that it is uphill and 
upwind from the contaminated soils, he added.
The committee plans to draw a map using the data the EPA 
has collected to pinpoint “hot spots,” as Commission Chair 
Ken Olsen called them. The new map will have plotted 
boundaries that, “isolate out what shouldn’t be part of the 
ICO,” said Olsen.
This could mean spot zoning, said Littlepage, which could be 
one option for a newly drafted ICO.
Robin Littlepage told the committee about a Technical 
Assistance Grant available to Superfund site communities. 
One option could be to hire someone to sort through the 
data.
Having the data and creating a map based on the “hot spots” 
may be one tool for negotiating the new ICO with the EPA, 
said Brad Littlepage, which is the most preferable option. 
Another option would be to fight the EPA “tooth and nail.”
“ The EPA is especially negotiable right now,” said Olsen. He 
listed the ASARCO bankruptcy, Kids First suspension, the 
commissioners meeting with Ken Salazar, the new EPA 
attorney for the county and the county hiring their own 
toxicologist to review the Lake County remedy as reasons 
the EPA will be willing to negotiate.
The committee also plans to involved the city more in its 
process of creating an ICO.
SIDE BAR: Instituting and Institution Control Overlay is only 
one criteria for satisfying the Environmental Protection 
Agency, according to Commission Chair Ken Olsen. The other 
half is lower blood lead levels.
Discussion at the Aug. 31 meeting veered to the Kids First 
program and the blood lead levels in the community.
A part of the Kids First program was testing children for 
elevated blood lead levels. If the county passes three years 
in a row with acceptable blood lead levels, one performance 



standard for Operable Unit 9 will have been met leading to 
the deletion of the OU.
Last year, the county passed for the first time, according to 
Commissioner Mike Hickman, and the county kept the nurses 
at the health department on staff to continue the blood-lead 
testing despite the Kids First suspension.
A complaint Commission Chair Ken Olsen expressed for the 
Kids First program is the remediation of interior lead 
problems. The original agreement for the trust fund was to 
remediate soil, he said.
Reducing the blood-lead levels could be one reason for 
moving indoors to replace paint, pipes and carpet. Soils may 
not be the initial problem, he said.
“ Tankers of polyurethane in Lake County could be the best 
thing we can do,” he said.
If the commissioners take over the Kids First trust fund, the 
question, as Olsen presented it to the committee, would be 
how the program is approached with finite resources.
On Thursday, Sept. 1, the EPA was granted funding to 
continue the Kids First program until the trust fund could be 
reorganized, according to Stan Christensen. The EPA wants 
to be paid back from the trust fund, he said, but that still has 
to be negotiated.
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These large boulders are the last resort of the U.S. 
Forest Service in blocking a route between the forebay 
and the Pan-Ark subdivision.

It’s not a road if it isn’t marked as a road
by Marcia Martinek
Herald Editor

It may look like a road, but if it’s in the national forest and 
isn’t marked as a road, then persons using motorized 
vehicles on the route are subject to being ticketed.
This was illustrated over the past two years when a route 
between the forebay and the Pan-Ark Subdivision was 



continually used for motorized vehicles, despite many efforts 
on the part of the U.S. Forest Service to keep it posted and 
closed.
“ It was never a road. It’s an illegal route,” said Bill 
Mulholland, recreation staff officer for the forest service, who 
inherited the problem about a year ago.
Fences were built on both sides of the route just before the 
weekend of July 12, but the section on the forebay side was 
torn down before the weekend was over. A small section was 
removed on the Pan-Ark side as well.
Those with jeeps and ATVs will no longer be able to get 
through the forebay side. The forest service recently 
installed about 30 large boulders, blocking access to the 
route. Mulholland said plans call for the same treatment on 
the Pan-Ark side, but the forest service is waiting for 
permission from some landowners in that area.
Placing boulders to close the route is an expensive solution 
involving heavy machinery and staff time, Mulholland said. 
“ It’s a last resort,” he commented. 
But motorized vehicles on routes that are not roads can 
cause damage to forest resources, he said. 
“ Our forests are being trashed,” Mulholland said.
Individuals who are aware of other routes in the national 
forest illegally being used by motorized vehicles should call 
the forest service.

Tombstone benefit honors lawman
Locals and others will have a chance to honor a fallen 
Leadville officer, Marshal Martin Duggan, on Saturday, Sept. 
17.
A tribute will be held at the Tabor Opera House starting at 
6:30 p.m., featuring country and western singer and 
songwriter Jon Chandler and the Whichitones.
“ As a seventh-generation Coloradoan whose ancestors likely 
rubbed elbows with Duggan, I jumped at the chance to be 
involved in this tribute,” said Chandler. “Plus, how often do 
you have the chance to play the Tabor Opera House, one of 
the premier historic venues in the country?” 
Some of the proceeds will be used to purchase a tombstone 
for Duggan’s unmarked grave in Riverside Cemetery in 
Denver.
The benefit is the brainchild of Gail Lindley, CEO of the 
Denver Bookbinding Company, and her husband, retired 
Denver Police Officer Don Lindley.
It will feature appearances by historians Dr. Tom Noel and 
Denver City Auditor Dennis Gallagher, both familiar with the 
Tabor stage in re-enactments from the Colorado Historical 
Society.
Tickets at $13 each are available at the Tabor Opera House 
and can be purchased at Denver Bookbinding Company, 303-
455-5521.
Ollinger Cemeteries and Mortuaries is a sponsor of the event 
and will help provide Duggan’s memorial stone. 



General manager Gretchen Graber said the Pioneer had its 
grand opening during Boom Days weekend and has been 
offering lunch and dinner ever since.
The building is owned by Ron Pirnie of Pink Iris Corporation 
who obtained it from his mother, Billie Pirnie. Portions of the 
building were remodeled as condominiums, but the 
restaurant section remained empty for three years.
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   Sports & Recreation Page

Panthers back on gridiron

Photo by Ann E. Wibbenmeyer

Ryan Mondragon runs for the goal after catching a pass 
from the quarterback on Saturday as the Panthers took 
on the Ellicott Thunderhawks.

Coach’s commentary
Where do we go from here?
by Geo Gipson
LCHS Football Coach

The Lake County High School Panthers lost to the visiting 
Ellicott Thunderhawks in a 57-0 gridiron match on 
Saturday, Sept. 3, at Panther Stadium.
That’s where the story ends if the ranks of local nay-sayers 
would have their way. But Paul Harvey knows there is 
always more to the story; now you will, too.
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Despite our loss to Ellicott, LCHS Panthers football has 
undergone major change and is doing exceptionally well. 
When I took the helm as head coach in July, I inherited a 
football team on life-support and all but left for dead. You’ll 
note I didn’t characterize it as a football “program.” As a 
result of the recent trend of head coaches and their 
attendant staffs having set up shop long enough to institute 
their way of doing things before leaving at the end of the 
season, there was no “program” to it, plain and simple. 
Make no mistake: I am not disparaging my predecessors; 
some I know only casually, some I know not at all, and not 
being privy to their strategies, it would be injudicious to 
impugn their administrations. The net result of this 
revolving door of coaching staffs, however, has been a 
“stop and go” effect on a team that should long have been 
forging steadily ahead, borne on the foundation of a cogent, 
unified coaching philosophy. 
“ Where do we go from here?” you ask? In a word, forward. 
It is evident we started the season woefully behind the 
power curve as pertains to strength and conditioning. The 
Ellicott team had no advantage over us in terms of size or 
number; it didn’t necessarily have better plays. The biggest 
advantage the Ellicott Thunderhawks held was in their raw, 
physical strength. 
It would be a different story if we had a roster full of men 
with the size and strength of our own Jake Brunjak, Dennis 
Byrne, Josh LaCome and Josh Scurles, but most of our men 
reported for the start of the season having disregarded 
physical training all summer; for this I blame not the 
players, but rather (again) that proverbial revolving door. 
Strength and conditioning was our focus from day one, will 
continue during the season and throughout the summer, 
and will pay off appreciably next season. 
Finally, to the nay-sayers, some from whom we heard in 
the stands and some whose comments reached us through 
other channels, I would say this: If your idea of supporting 
your local high school team includes comments such as, 
“Here we go again,” (referring to last year’s losing season) 
or the spread of discontent with rumors such as, “Well, I 
heard they only have 15 on the team,” (our roster numbers 
32), then stay home. High school football is about so much 
more than the final score. 
The nature of most competition dictates that in the end 
there is the victor and the vanquished; but the difference 
between losing a football game and being defeated is the 
difference between a five-yard gain and a 50- yard gain.

Panthers get two firsts
The Lake County cross country team opened its 2005 
season in excellent fashion with two individual champions at 
the Harrison Invitational Sept. 1, at the El Pomar Sports 
Complex in Colorado Springs. 
Leading the way were Emily Stege and Alex Willis. 
Senior, Tri-Peaks Runner of the Year Alex Willis will be a 

 



Contributed photo

Sophomore Chris Lange powers to 
a strong finish at the Harrison High 
School Invitational on Thursday, 
Sept. 1.

force to reckon with, 
according to Coach 
Don Quinn. He had 
an excellent summer 
of training and is 
ready for a good 
season. Willis took 
the lead midway 
through the race and 
won with ease. 
Junior Emily Stege is 
fit and ready as well. 
She stayed focused 
and maintained 
contact with the lead 
runners until a half 
mile from the finish 
and put the hammer 
down to win with a 
personal record of 21 
minutes 39 seconds 
for the 5 km 
distance. Her sister, 
Katie Stege, finished 
in the top 10 with 
22:12 for a 9th-place 
effort. 
As a team, the Lady Panthers finished 4th and the boys 
were 5th. Returning lettermen Oguer Peinado, Robbie 
Deister and Chris Lang ran faster than their times from a 
year ago on basically the same course. 
Freshman Kristin Wells and Olivia Sparkman, running in 
their first 5-km races, ran well, Quinn said. Wells had a 
solid 14th-place finish and Sparkman scored points as the 
4th team member. 
“ We’re off to a great start,” Quinn said. “The kids are 
working hard and their off-season training is helping 
tremendously. They have a good, solid base of easy 
distance. Thus, we can focus on some quality interval 
sessions early in the season.” 
Next action is the home invitational on Saturday morning at 
CMC Timberline Trails. Action gets under way at 9:30 a.m. 
with middle school races followed by six high school 
divisional races. Residents are invited to come on out and 
support the defending Lake County Panther Region 4 Boys 
Champions.
BOYS’ RACE RESULTS
1 Alex Willis 17:28
17 Marco Peinado 19:07
37 Oguer Peinado 20:15
42 Robbie Deister 20:19
70 Chris Lang 21:32
117 Ethan Hren 29:02
119 Jacob Arvidson 35:16
GIRLS’ RACE RESULTS

 



1 Emily Stege 21:39
9 Katie Stege 22:12
14 Kristen Wells 22:41
61 Olivia Sparkman 28:03 
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Editorial

From the editor 

A CSAP success story
Our sister newspaper, The Flume out of Park County, 
recounted recently how Silverheels Middle School in 
Fairplay received The Northwest Region Title I Distinguished 
School Award.
With all the concern over test scores in Lake County, it was 
interesting to note that the award was due to a 20-percent 
point increase in CSAP math scores for students at the 
school who qualified for free or reduced lunches. About 40 
percent of the students at the middle school there fall into 
this category.
So how were these results obtained? To find out, we spoke 
with Lori Slifka, who is not only a math teacher at 
Silverheels but is also a graduate of Lake County High 
School.
Slifka believes the most important thing the school did was 
to put many of these students in a special tutoring 
situation. The last two periods of the day are electives at 
Silverheels, and these students were encouraged to sign up 
for a math elective which involved reviewing math basics. 
Several teachers who were not math teachers volunteered 
to work with these small groups in order to do this.
Another aspect involved working to decrease the sugar that 
students were getting in their diets. The soda machines 
were removed from the schools; vending machines were 
closed except before and after school, and candy was 
replaced by granola bars, fruit roll-ups and the like.
At first the kids complained about the pop machines being 
gone, but now they are just as happy with the fruit juices 
that are available, Slifka said.
The kitchen staff also adjusted recipes at the school so that 
fats and sugar were decreased in food served there.
Finally the school principal went out and obtained prizes 
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from area merchants. If a student increased his test-score 
category or remained at a top level, his name was placed 
into a hat for a drawing. Items ranged from DVD players to 
a season pass at a ski resort. 
The middle school is on a four-day-a-week schedule, which 
Slifka calls “awesome.” Classes run from 8 a.m. to 4 p.m., 
Monday through Thursday. All sports are on Friday, so 
students lose no class time going to games. The district 
saves money on transportation and heating the buildings, 
and students still are required to be in school the same 
number of hours required by the state.
Slifka is in her second year of teaching this year. She 
graduated from LCHS in 1997 and then from Colorado State 
University with a degree in anatomy.
She has applied for teaching jobs with the Lake County 
School District several times, but was unsuccessful.
We congratulate Silverheels Middle School and its students 
for their achievements in math. We also congratulate LCHS 
grad Slifka for her role in this successful program. 
Marcia Martinek
Herald Editor
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New Arrival

Cavan Heath Rigdon
Cavan Heath Rigdon was born 
June 22, in Liberal, Kan. He is 
the son of Katy and Damon 
Rigdon of Forgan, Okla. 
Cavan weighed five pounds, 14 
ounces, and was 19 1/2 inches 
long. He joins sisters Aiyana and 
Brooklyn.
Maternal grandparents are Steve 
and Phylis Everitt of Leadville. 
Paternal grandparents are 
Shirley Rigdon of Grand Junction 
and Jay Rigdon of Montrose. 
Great-grandparents are Jane Miller of St. Louis, Patricia 
McGrew and Harold Everitt of Denver, J.C. and Fayenell 
Rigdon of Montrose and Charles and Dorothy Jean 
Coldwater of Forgan..
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Obituaries

Melvin “Curly” C. Kirwan
Melvin C. Kirwan “Curly” died Saturday, Sept. 3, in Denver. 
Kirwan was 71 years old.
Memorial services were Wednesday, Sept. 7, at 11 a.m. at 
the Leadville Elks Lodge. Arrangements are being handled 
by Bailey Funeral Home. A full obituary will follow in next 
week’s paper. 

Victor Elias Marquez
Victor Elias Marquez died Friday, Sept. 2, at St. Vincent 
Hospital in Leadville. Marquez was 76 years old. He was 
born in Center on July 17, 1929. His parents were the late 
Joseph and Albina (Lucero) Marquez.
Marquez moved to Leadville in 1948 at the age of 19 and, 
three years later, married Betty Maestas (Fletcher). They 
were married for 25 years and had four children.
Marquez worked at the New Jersey Zinc Mine in Gilman for 
17 years until the mine closed. He followed the trade and 
worked at the ASARCO Mine for a few years.
Marquez was known for his mechanical aptitude and his 
quick ability to master a skill. He was a mechanic, a welder, 
a carpenter, a barber and an electrician.
His current beloved wife, Linda N. Marquez of Leadville, 
survives him. He is also survived by three sons, Victor 
Lawrence Marquez of Breckenridge, Ernest Richard 
(Maureen) Marquez of Leadville and Robert Alan (Kelly) 
Marquez of Englewood; one daughter, Therese (John) 
Schroeder of Leadville; and two step-daughters, Jennifer 
(Mike) Tenorio and Lara (Tommy) Stubbs.
Marquez is also survived by his sisters, Bertha (Gilbert) 
Medina and Louise Marquez and family; one brother, Harry 
Marquez; and several grandchildren: Paul (Angie) Marquez, 
Joseph Marquez, Sheila (Chad) Bailey, John Michael 
Schroeder, Jasmine (Josh McNicholas) Marquez, Nick, Elias 
and Lizzie Marquez, Jessica, Ashley and Christopher 
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Amsberry, Tyler and Lisa Tenorio; as well as great-
grandchildren, Selena Marquez and Jeremy McNicholas.
The Mass of Christian Burial was Tuesday, Sept. 6, at 10 a.
m. at Annunciation Catholic Church. Father Jay Jung 
officiated and Joan Dawson sang accompanied by Jean 
Elliott. Honorary Pallbearers were Paul and Joseph Marquez, 
John Schroeder, Jr. and Ricky Medina. 
Marquez was laid to rest in St. Joseph Cemetery, and the 
family received friends at a reception at the Eagles Lodge 
following the interment.
Arrangements were handled by Bailey Funeral Home.

Harold R. Metcalf
Harold R. Metcalf, 96, passed away at the Open Gate 
Assisted Living in Glenwood Springs, Colo., on Sept. 4, 
2005. 
He was born May 4, 1909, in Avon, Colo., to John Wilbur 
Metcalf and Geneive Cunningham Metcalf. He married Anne 
Sullivan in Leadville on June 7, 1964. Metcalf worked as a 
miner in Climax, Colo., for many years. He was a member 
of the Knights of Columbus. 
He was preceded in death by his parents, and his wife, 
Anne, and his first wife, Genevieve Sullivan Metcalf.
He is survived by his brother Lee Metcalf of Springfield, Va., 
sister Josephine Bonin, of Concord Calif., and sister-in-law 
Rhoda Metcalf of Yakima, Wash. He is also survived by 15 
nieces and nephews. 
Memorial services will be Tuesday, Sept. 13, 2005, at 11 a.
m. at St. Stephen’s Catholic Church,1885 Blake Ave., 
Glenwood Springs, with Father Cliff McMillian officiating. 
Burial will follow later at St. Joseph’s Cemetery in Leadville. 
The family requests memorial contributions to St. Stephen’s 
Church or the Alzheimer’s organization. 
Leanard M. (John) Wilder
Leanard M. (John) Wilder, 74, resident of Grand Junction for 
13 years, passed away at St. Mary’s Hospital on Aug. 28. 
Wilder was born in Strasburg on Sept. 9, 1930, to James B. 
and Ruth (Myers) Wilder. He spent his childhood in 
Colorado mountain towns and attended high school in 
Steamboat Springs.
Wilder married Carolyn on Dec. 26, 1958, in Laramie, Wyo. 
They lived in Leadville and Creede before moving to Grand 
Junction. Wilder was a miner and mining instructor, and he 
also enjoyed collecting rock specimens. He was a member 
of the Leadville Corinthian Lodge #35 and an honorary 
member of Mesa Masonic Lodge #55 AF & AM in Grand 
Junction.
Wilder is survived by his wife, Carolyn Wilder; son John 
Wilder and beloved daughter-in-law Sue Wilder of Aurora; 
brother, Glen Wilder of Buena Vista; sister Marge 
Overmeyer of Cedaredge, and brothers-in-law and sisters-
in-law who loved him. He also had several nieces and 
nephews who adored him. Wilder will be remembered as 
having the “bluest eyes and biggest grin” in the world, and 

 



will be missed by all who knew him.
Memorial contributions may be made to Corinthian Lodge 
#35 AF & AM, Education Fund, Leadville, CO 80461, or to 
the Education Fund, Mesa Lodge #55 AF & AM, 2400 
Consistory Ct., Grand Junction, CO 81501.
Arrangements entrusted to Martin Mortuary.
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Sept 8, 2005 Edition

Letters to the editor...

Be alert for carbon monoxide
I recently experienced carbon monoxide poisoning in my 
home. This type of situation is very dangerous, for elevated 
levels of CO can ultimately cause death. My daughter was 
fortunately out of town at my parents’ home in Michigan 
and has not suffered the adverse effects that I have from 
the poisoning, I have had months of exposure to CO and 
natural gas causing my immune system to weaken. My 
blood is saturated with CO from the elevated levels being 
produced in my home (20 times the legal limit of CO at 610 
ppm).
I am writing to inform my community of my experience so 
that I may relay important information concerning this 
potentially hazardous situation. I am a renter so I do not 
get to choose the repair person who comes to “fix” things at 
my residence, but I hope to empower renters and landlords 
alike to make quality decisions and ask vital questions when 
the time comes to make repairs or perform maintenance on 
their gas appliances.
My gas cooking stove lost the ability to keep its pilots lit, for 
it was due for a major cleaning. I called the homeowners 
who live out of town, and then they called this guy to come 
in and “fix” my stove. After the fact, I learned he did the 
most dangerous thing he could have by turning up all of the 
pilots, instead of fine-tooth cleaning my stove to open the 
clogs that were causing my stove to not stay lit and 
adjusting the pilots so they burned properly. He caused my 
pilots to over produce natural gas that was burning 
improperly while carbon began building and burning on the 
underside of my stove top.
Needless to say, if I would have slept with my windows shut 
for one night, I would be dead – no joke! Life is worth so 
much more than saving a few dollars on repairs and 
maintenance. Please do not be afraid to pay the 
professionals who know what they are doing and have been 
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trained instead of paying less to someone who can make it 
work again but may threaten you or your tenant in the 
process.
I’d much rather be alive and dealing with a body full of CO 
blood and a very weakened immune system than dead any 
day. Wouldn’t you? It is always better to do something right 
the first time than to discover a house full of carbon 
monoxide and natural gas after going out of town like I did. 
My absence almost caused the neighborhood to blow up. 
That thought is devastating to me because this problem 
could have killed and/or injured innocent bystanders.
Prevention is the key and knowledge is the answer to 
keeping informed. Please stay on top of your natural-gas 
appliance repairs and maintenance so that no one else has 
to be a victim of someone else’s negligence or ignorance.
Jenna Hinds
Leadville 

Tally Time Tour is time to view color
On Sept. 18, 2005, the first annual Tally Time Tour will be 
held on the Mineral Belt Trail as well as the Leaf Peeper and 
the Fish Hatchery Loops, a total of 28 miles. 
The term Tally Time relates to the mining history which is 
showcased on the trail. The last train out of the mine was 
the tally train; its tonnage was added to the rest of the tons 
out of the mine on that shift for a shift total.
The Tally Time Tour will be the last tour of the season and 
possibly the last opportunity to view the beautiful fall 
scenery.
The Mineral Belt Trail grand opening was held on July 29, 
2000. The committee planned the Tally Time Tour to be a 
celebration of the fifth- year anniversary as well as the 
annual recognition of being designated a National 
Recreation Trail.
Please obtain a map of the tour and a registration form by 
going to www.mineralbelttrail.com.
Howard Tritz for the 
Mineral Belt Trail Committee 

We want full-service hospital
I agree with readers who voice concerns over the 
suspension of obstetrics at St. Vincent. We all want a full-
service hospital. We all know that families using St. Vincent 
for a birth are likely to remain clients of our hospital for 
many years to come. No one is happy to see mothers go 
out of our town for delivery services. The issue isn’t what 
we all want; the issue is how we can fund a very expensive 
component of rural medicine. We all need to emote less and 
spend more time and energy developing ways to increase 
funding for St. Vincent. Like many other local institutions 
that have “cut away the fat” in their budgets, our hospital 
long since has been forced to pare away at muscle and 
bone.

 



I hope we have the toughness and vision of those who 
came before us to establish our hospital, so in the future we 
can fund services we all value. I don’t blame any of us for 
wanting something we can’t afford just now. I want a date 
with Halle Berry, but I don’t suppose that will happen any 
time soon. St. Vincent doesn’t need greater moral support; 
the hospital needs greater financial support. That’s the hard-
rock priority that counts. It remains to be seen if we 
measure up to the need. 
“ A child of five would understand this. Send someone to 
fetch a child of five,” – Groucho Marx.
Gary Cummings
Leadville 

Don’t give information over phone
This article from the Detroit Free Press was forwarded by 
our state court administrator. Although we have had no 
reported incidents of identity thieves in the Fifth Judicial 
District using this ploy, we would like to alert the residents 
of Clear Creek, Lake, Summit and Eagle counties to this 
danger, and inform them that the jury commissioners of our 
district would never initiate a call to a prospective juror and 
ask for personal information over the telephone. 
Anyone who receives such a call should not provide any 
personal information to the caller. Instead, they should 
hang up and contact the court at the number noted on their 
juror summons and advise the jury commissioner of the 
situation. Their information about the call will then be 
forwarded to the Colorado Attorney General for 
investigation and further action as appropriate.
C. M. Yuhas
District Administrator
Fifth Judicial District 

Scammers strike in Michigan 
by David Ashenfelter
Free Press Staff Writer
There's a new scam going around.
Identity thieves posing as court workers are calling people 
around the country -- including Michigan -- to tell them 
they failed to report for jury duty, that a warrant has been 
issued for their arrest and then asking for a Social Security 
number and other personal information.
“ We heard about it Aug. 12 from the U.S. District Court in 
Nebraska,” David Weaver, administrator of U.S. District 
Court in Detroit, said. “The court in northern Ohio had a 
similar complaint.”
He said a check of his staff turned up a complaint from a 
Traverse City woman who said she had given personal 
information to just such a caller.
Weaver said court workers are trying to contact the woman 
to find out what happened and whether her personal 
information was used.



Weaver said similar scams have occurred in Arizona and 
Oregon.
Bernard Friedman, chief judge of U.S. District Court in 
Detroit, issued a warning Thursday to Michigan residents to 
prevent any identity thefts here.
(Reprinted with permission.)
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