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Denise Reardon, conductor for the Leadville, Colorado & 
Southern Railroad, tells riders of the history and 
environment of Leadville during the scenic train ride 
toward the Climax mine, a popular activity for summer 
tourists.

Tourists help boost 2006 tax totals 
The sales tax revenue in Lake County was up $21,614.46 in 
June 2006 over June of 2005. Year-to-date the county 
earned $121,037.72 over 2005. 
The total county sales tax revenue for the first six months of 
2006 was $585,927.39. 
Up to June in 2006, the city had earned $12,108.24 more 
than it had made up to June in 2005. June 2006 made 
$9,562.59 more in sales tax revenue than June 2005. 
The total city sales tax revenue for the first six months of 
2006 was $368,602.97. [more]

Rain affects museums, recreation 
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Rain has affected the museum and recreation businesses this 
summer. 
“ Rainy afternoons put a damper on what could’ve been a 
record year,” said Craig Stuller, manager for Mt. Massive Golf 
Course. 
For all the rain, the number of visitors was the same this 
year as last. The rain did, however, bring the color green 
back to the golf course, he said. 
For next year, Jay Dunthey said he was going to invest in 
curtains for the rain. This was his first year of business with 
his history tour train. [more]

Housing inventories show buyer interest 
Real estate in Lake County is being discovered. 
Ben Hewitt wrote “Buying Land in Paradise,” for the August 
2006 issue of “Men’s Journal,” which features Lake County as 
affordable, but desirable land for building a new home. The 
story was picked up by CNN as well, by interviewing Hewitt 
about his article. 
This report said what some people were already figuring out, 
according to the local real estate agents. 
Despite the current market in other areas of Colorado, 
Centennial Real Estate has had a stable market this summer, 
said Anne Sebestyen. [more]
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Tourists help boost 2006 tax totals 
by Ann E. Wibbenmeyer 
and Marcia Martinek 

The sales tax revenue in Lake County was up $21,614.46 in 
June 2006 over June of 2005. Year-to-date the county 
earned $121,037.72 over 2005. 
The total county sales tax revenue for the first six months of 
2006 was $585,927.39. 
Up to June in 2006, the city had earned $12,108.24 more 
than it had made up to June in 2005. June 2006 made 
$9,562.59 more in sales tax revenue than June 2005. 
The total city sales tax revenue for the first six months of 
2006 was $368,602.97. 
A big component of the increased revenue is the increased 
revenue from the lodging tax for the first six months, said 
Lake County Commission Chair Ken Olsen. 
The June lodging tax for 2006 was $12,565.36, which is 
$1,587.66 more than was collected in June of 2005. The 
year-to-date difference over last year is $13,521.80. 
These figures do not yet reflect what was collected in sales 
tax for the months of July and August because the tax goes 
through the state of Colorado first, according to Olsen. 
The sales tax figures, “reflect a good winter season,” said 
Olsen. He thinks summer was good as well, but the July 
numbers will not be in the county clerk’s office until mid-
September, he said. 
As business owners, Carol Hill, The Book Mine, and Keith 
Hundley, Hundley’s, both commended the Colorado 
Department of Transportation for finishing the project on 
Harrison Avenue in a timely manner. 
“ I have to hand it to them. They got in here, paved and got 
out,” said Hundley. 
The weather cooperated with the work, said Hill, so that the 
job was done well and the construction left the area. 
The consensus around town seems to be that people came 
because of the cooler weather. 
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“ Nice rainy summers are best for us when it is hot on the 
front range,” said Hill. 
With the front range being so hot, the gas prices seemed 
less scary for people, said Hundley.

Rain affects museums, recreation 
by Marcia Martinek 
Herald Editor 

Rain has affected the museum and recreation businesses 
this summer. 
“ Rainy afternoons put a damper on what could’ve been a 
record year,” said Craig Stuller, manager for Mt. Massive 
Golf Course. 
For all the rain, the number of visitors was the same this 
year as last. The rain did, however, bring the color green 
back to the golf course, he said. 
For next year, Jay Dunthey said he was going to invest in 
curtains for the rain. This was his first year of business with 
his history tour train. 
He said he had decided to take a break during Boom Days 
weekend this year, and that gas prices were what hit him 
the most. 
The rain for Boom Days drove people into the National 
Mining Hall of Fame and Museum more this year than in past 
years, said manager Joan Zornes. However, the numbers for 
the mining museum were the same as last year. 
“ The Matchless was up like a gazillion percent,” she said. 
The mining museum took over the operation of the historic 
site as a museum this summer. 
“ We were open come hell or high water,” she said.  
At the swimming pool, the summer had great numbers, 
according to Ben Goldstein, manager. 
As for tourists visiting the pool, a quarter of the swimmers in 
July were out-of-county visitors, he said. 
For the Leadville, Colorado and Southern Railroad, the rain 
brought out the flowers, which attracted the riders, said 
Stephanie Olsen, owner. She even did a special flower ride, 
which was well attended. 
Other specials did better this year than in the past as well, 
she said. She mentioned a dusk ride she did for a nurses 
convention. The nurses sent an e-mail claiming it was the 
best experience some of them have had, according to Olsen.

Housing inventories show buyer interest 
Real estate in Lake County is being discovered. 
Ben Hewitt wrote “Buying Land in Paradise,” for the August 
2006 issue of “Men’s Journal,” which features Lake County 
as affordable, but desirable land for building a new home. 
The story was picked up by CNN as well, by interviewing 
Hewitt about his article. 
This report said what some people were already figuring out, 
according to the local real estate agents. 
Despite the current market in other areas of Colorado, 
Centennial Real Estate has had a stable market this 
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summer, said Anne Sebestyen. 
The inventory board at Lake County Realty is one-quarter 
less full than it was at this time last year, said Kevin Gwyn. 
The most expensive homes were all stacked into one pile on 
the wall last year, he said. This year, there is enough room 
to spread them out. 
According to Peri Solder at United County Alpine Realty, the 
higher-end houses are the ones selling, which is maintaining 
the value of Lake County land. 
The climate, the community and the views are the three 
main reasons the Realtors have heard for people moving to 
the area. 
“ They are in love with Leadville and the quality of life here,” 
said Heather Lindh of Aspen Leaf RE/MAX.

Tourists find places to spend cash 
“At what altitude do deer turn into elk?” 
This was one tourist question from the past summer that 
sticks in the mind of Jeff Babcock, manager of Leadville 
Liquors. 
Here’s another: “Is this the same mountain range that runs 
through Kentucky?” 
Questions aside, it was a much better summer in 2006 for 
the liquor store, Babcock said. It was very hot in Denver this 
past summer, which drove residents to Leadville where 
many were willing to part with their money for a cool drink. 
Melanzana changed location in the past year, but even after 
a move down the street, customers have still been able to 
locate the store. 
Fritz Howard, owner, said the store does a little bit better 
each summer. 
Boom Days was better than usual he said, perhaps because 
the rain drove people inside to shop. 
For Bill’s Sport Shop, June and July were about the same as 
last year, Mary Jo Copper said. She doesn’t have August 
figures yet. 
One change this year was that Bill’s sold more rain gear than 
usual and had to keep reordering it. 
“ This is the first time we’ve sold umbrellas,” Copper said. 
She finds that tourists like Leadville because it hasn’t 
changed that much. 
Because of the rain, the mushrooms grew in the high 
country, and people were looking for books on Colorado 
mushrooms, according to Carol Hill at the Book Mine. They 
were unable to find them, however, because even the 
publisher ran out of the books, she said. 
Wildflowers were also popular this summer, she said. 
Business was good for her this summer, but Harry Potter 
numbers from last year distorted the big picture, she said. 
Even taking those numbers out, she can see that there was 
more traffic in the store this year. 
“ There seemed to be a lot of people all the time,” she said. 
Most of the time the people commented on her view out the 
window, she added. 
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The rain for Boom Days closed the vendors and drove people 
from the streets about the time they would be shopping her 
store, she said. This was a slower weekend for her again this 
year.

Cemetery cleanup is Saturday 
“A cemetery is a history of people – a perpetual record of 
yesterday and a sanctuary of peace and quiet of today. A 
cemetery exists because every life is worth loving and 
remembering –always.” 
The above was taken from the Evergreen Cemetery walking 
tour. 
Evergreen Cemetery used to be the pride and joy of 
Leadville, a place where families from the community used 
to go to enjoy picnics and concerts. 
On Sept. 9 from 9 a.m. to 1 p.m., residents are invited to 
visit the cemetery for a cleanup day to help restore it.  
Help is needed to uncover Leadville’s past such as the 
overgrown grave of C.C. Joy, a lieutenant of the Tabor 
Tigers, a local military corps during martial law in Leadville. 
He was a newly elected alderman (Leadville city councilman) 
when Chestnut Street went up in flames.  
Joy went down to the fire and noticed the firemen drinking; 
one fireman even turned the hose on the crowd. Joy got so 
angry that he started to shout at one of the firemen, calling 
him a “drunken S. B.” A fight broke out between him and the 
fireman in the street while the fire was still being fought. 
(The aftermath of this event was the city’s decision to hire a 
paid fire department.)  
Joy was later shot and killed by his second wife because it 
seemed he was also a fan of the bottle and not a pretty 
drunk. After his death, his friends in town bought a large 
stone for his grave. Joy also was a member of the Elks.  
Help is needed to clean up the graves of Leadville’s police 
officers who gave their lives protecting Leadville. Next to 
them are the overgrown graves of Leadville’s firemen.  
The countless number of veterans’ graves are also hidden in 
the trees of every section of Evergreen Cemetery, some of 
whom still remain unmarked. 
Then there are the countless number of miners who lost 
their lives here as well as the graves of some of Leadville’s 
less respectable locals – those who were hung from the 
gallows. Stewart, Frodsham, Gilbert and Rosencrantz and 
Minich are some who were hung legally, others not so 
legally. There are also the graves of those ladies who served 
in the red-light district such as Mollie May or Emma “Pony” 
Nelson.  
Those who participate in the cleanup will need to bring their 
own gardening supplies, water to drink and a lunch! 
For information, contact Gretchen Scanlon at 970-471-4872.

Back to Top
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   Sports & Recreation Page

Contributed photo 

Carlos Rea and Erik Rodriguez battle for position 
during practice for the new LCHS soccer team. The 
team has a victory and a tie in its first two matches.

Soccer team starts undefeated 
by Peter Frykholm 

A new era in LCHS soccer kicked off last Thursday 
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afternoon, as the Panthers traveled to Manitou Springs for 
their season opener. The score ended 0-0, with stellar 
goalkeeping making the difference for both teams. 
In the first half, Panther senior Will Bender faced relentless 
pressure from the Mustangs. He turned away ten shots, 
including three from point-blank range. The Panthers’ best 
scoring chance came from freshman Carlos Rea, whose free 
kick from 22 yards rang off the right post. 
At halftime, the Panthers regrouped and took charge of the 
game. The central, defensive tandem of Freddy Chavarria 
and Roger Alvarenga, along with defensive wingers Alex 
Knoll, Michael McGeorge and Michael Seibel, closed down 
the Mustang attack. The Panther midfield, led by Mackenzie 
Gurrola, David Dzubay and Zach French, began creating 
superb scoring chances. 
French nearly broke the 0-0 deadlock in the 65th minute 
when he split the Mustang defense and pushed a shot just 
inches wide of the right post. Minutes later, his volley from 
25 yards was tipped over the crossbar by the Manitou 
keeper. 
In the closing minutes, freshmen Crystal Guzman and Lillie 
Olsen-Sullivan forced turnovers deep in the Manitou end, 
and each hit a shot that sailed wide left. Bender was forced 
to come up big one last time for the Panthers, as he came 
off his line to stop a last-minute Mustang breakaway. 
On Saturday, the Panthers traveled to play the Denver 
School of Science and Technology. Lake County was well-
represented by outstanding play from all athletes and 
positive fan support from the many LCHS parents who 
made the trip.  
In the 30th minute, freshman Danny Lopez scored the first 
Panther goal of the season, with Dzubay adding a second 
just before halftime. The floodgates opened in the second 
half, with Rea, Erik Rodriguez, Petru Albu and Bender 
scoring for Lake County. Bender and Dzubay shared goalie 
duties in the shutout, while McGeorge was voted Player of 
the Match for his exceptional defensive effort. The final 
score was a resounding 6-0 romp of DSST, moving the 
Panthers to 1-0-1 in the young season without yet suffering 
a goal against the team. 
The Panthers welcome three teams to Leadville this week, 
with games at 4 p.m. on Wednesday, Sept. 6, against 
Denver Academy, 5 p.m. on Friday, Sept. 8, against 
Fountain Valley and 1 p.m. on Saturday, Sept. 9, in a 
rematch against Manitou. Games will be played at the high 
school stadium. Food and merchandise will be on sale, 
promotional activities will be available to all spectators, and 
fans can enjoy a family-friendly sports experience. 

Panthers beat the heat at invitational 
The Lake County High School Cross Country Team opened 
its season Aug. 31 at the Runners Roost Panther 
Invitational in Colorado Springs.  
Despite racing the 5k (3.1 miles) course in some pretty hot 
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weather, the Panthers got off to a solid start. Robbie 
Deister led the boys’ team and finished 50th in a time of 19 
minutes, 47 seconds. Close behind was Chris Lange, who 
took 57th place and ran 20:00. Setting a new personal 
record, Breian Wells came in at 20:51 for 79th place. 
Completing the boys’ team, Jacob Arvidson placed 149th 
with a time of 28:33. The boys finished 17th out of 21 
teams.  
Soon after, the Lady Panthers took to the course. They 
were led by Emily Stege, who ran 21:59 and took 13th 
place. Running a very strong race, Kristen Wells finished 
24th in 22:19. Katie Stege, despite fighting a cold, came in 
46th with a time of 24:06. Olivia Sparkman improved on 
her performance from last year by running 27:50 for 101st 
place. Rhesa Mitchell, a new Leadville resident and cross- 
country runner, completed the course in 29:01 and took 
111th place. The girls took 8th place as a team.  
Cross-country team scores are calculated by adding up the 
places of the first four runners on each team. The team 
with the lowest score wins.  
“ Although we have a smaller team this year in terms of 
numbers, I have a great group of hard-working kids,” said 
Coach Amy Peters. “We hope to surprise some people with 
our performance by the end of the season.”  
The Panthers will race at home this Saturday, Sept. 9. 
Junior high races will begin at 9 a.m., and the high school 
races will start at 10:30 a.m. and 11 a.m. The meet will be 
held at the soccer field of Colorado Mountain College - 
Timberline Campus. 
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Editorial

From the editor 

A deadline is a point in time at which something must be 
completed. A deadline is also a boundary where a person 
may cross only at the risk of death. – Wikipedia  

It seems that many people we deal with are suffering from 
deadline avoidance. Although others may have the luxury of 
bending deadlines or ignoring them, a newspaper can’t. To 
make our final deadline, we establish a series of preliminary 
deadlines when news must come in, ads must be placed, 
pages must be sent to the printer. Otherwise it all falls 
apart.  
We take our deadlines very seriously, so frequently we have 
to – well – draw the line, and your post-deadline event 
announcement or garage-sale ad just doesn’t make it. 
Our deadlines are noon Friday for legals, 4 p.m. Monday for 
news and display ads and noon Tuesday for classifieds. If 
these change due to holidays (such as this week), we 
announce the changes in the newspaper.  
Deadlines happen. Or at the very least, they happen here. 
Marcia Martinek 
Herald Editor
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Obituaries

Stephen M. Began  
Stephen M. Began, 50, died suddenly Saturday, Aug. 26, at 
Swedish Medical Center in Englewood, Colo. 
Began was born on Jan. 11, 1956, in Detroit, Mich., to 
Stephen A. and Julia (Klobuchar) Began. He moved to 
Minnesota and was a graduate of Cherry High School. He 
was a U.S. Army veteran. Began worked in construction for 
many years and had been a resident of Colorado for the 
past 25 years. 
Began was preceded in death by his parents. He is survived 
by his brother, Dennis (Marilyn) Began, of Farmington, 
Mich., and his sister, Susan L. Began, of Clinton Township, 
Mich.; two nieces, four nephews, one great-niece, one 
great-nephew, one aunt and many cousins and friends. 
Memorial Mass was held on Friday, Sept. 1, at 11 a.m. at 
Resurrection Catholic Church in Eveleth, Minn. The 
Reverend Fr. Joseph Valliyamthadathil officiated. Interment 
was in Eveleth Cemetery. 
To sign the guest book online and to leave a memorial 
message, go to www.cron-sheehy.com.

Lewis (Blake) DeMille 
Lewis (Blake) DeMille passed away on Aug. 24, in Las 
Vegas, Nev., just months before his 80th birthday. 
He was born Lewis Blakeney DeMille to Amine Fletcher 
DeMille and John Blakeney DeMille on Oct. 26, 1926, in 
Riverside, New Brunswick, Canada. He spent most of his 
childhood in Saint Lambert, Montreal, and Duparquet in the 
province of Quebec. 
His family moved to Washington, D.C. in 1942. There he 
met Dolores (Dee) R. Mazzullo and they married Dec. 5, 
1947. They soon moved to an island on Lake Abitibi where 
he worked in a mine in Duparquet, Quebec. The following 
year they traded the far north for a more temperate climate 
near Moncton, New Brunswick, to ready and work the Elgin 
boys’ summer camp where their first born, Deborah, arrived 
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in 1949. They soon moved back to Washington, D.C., where 
DeMille distributed batteries throughout the east coast and 
where Cynthia was born in 1951.  
After moving his family to Climax in 1953 to work in the 
mill and crusher, he also fished many of the high lakes in 
and around the Colorado Rockies. Since most of DeMille’s 
life involved enjoying the great outdoors and sports – 
learning to ski, skate and play hockey at the age of three – 
he played hockey and barrel jumped through his many 
years in Climax and Leadville while active in the recreation 
department. After many years of the couples’ wanting 
another child, Christopher arrived in 1958. In 1960 they 
went into business in Leadville operating a pool hall/3.2 bar 
called Blake’s Place until changing locations to Kristi Lounge 
in 1966.  
In 1972 the owner of Kristi Lanes gave them the 
opportunity to buy the business and a few years later the 
bowling center in La Junta also. They made their home in 
Golden for many years prior to retiring to Las Vegas for 
health reasons.  
The family sold Kristi to John and Willie Balough in 2005. 
Their 40 years in the Climax/Leadville area gave them 
many life-long friendships and wonderful memories. 
DeMille loved hunting trips, exchanging fishing stories with 
his friends, watching his Broncos and Canadians and then 
Avs. In his later years he loved gardening and watching golf 
tournaments. Most of all he loved nature: the wind rustling 
through the trees, the many birds’ songs, the water lapping 
the shore, the animals busy at work and play, the dancing 
rain, the quiet snow, building of clouds, day break and the 
setting sun. 
DeMille was preceded in death by both parents, his sister 
Joyce and brother Hudson, grandson Josh Wiese and his 
beloved wife of 58 years, Dee.  
He leaves behind his children and grandchildren: Deb 
DeMille and her sons Cory and Zach Ballentine; Cindy and 
Jim Wiese and daughter Cheryl and partner Ruben Medina; 
Chris DeMille and partner Charley Gillis and son Dustin 
DeMille; great-grandchildren Nathaniel and Ryan Medina 
and Heather DeMille; adopted daughter Cindy Semken and 
her children Donna and Marc Offutt and son Wylen, Chris 
and Martin Cooper and son Trevor. 
No services will be held. According to their wishes, Blake 
and Dee DeMille’s ashes will be mingled and scattered by 
their family on the Flattops of their beloved Colorado.

John W. “Jack” Herron 
Jack W. Herron, 77, a resident of 
Colorado Springs and Leadville 
since 1977 and formerly of 
Springfield, Ill., passed away on 
Tuesday, Aug. 29, at a local care 
center.  
He was a retired business owner 
of the Bronco’s Restaurant in 
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Colorado Springs and Herrons 
Tavern in Springfield, Ill. 
Herron was born on Jan. 27, 1929, in Peoria, Ill., to John 
and Virginia (Carlton) Herron. He attended Springfield High 
School and later married Norma A. Wall, the love of his life. 
He began serving in the U.S. Army in 1952. 
He is survived by his three children: John (Liz) Herron, 
James Herron and Asia (Dennis) Chambers; six 
grandchildren: Terra (Matt) Loy, Jon (Sarah) Morris, James 
and Duston Herron, and Jonathan and Tanner Herron; three 
great-grandchildren, Airel Wright, Logan Loy and Damien 
Morris; and two brothers, Donald and Robert Herron. 
Preceding him in death were his wife; son Paul Herron; and 
sister Mary Denardie. 
Funeral services were held Tuesday, Sept. 5, at 11 a.m. at 
Annunciation Catholic Church, 7th and Poplar streets, 
Leadville. 
Arrangements were handled by Bailey Funeral Home.
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September 7, 2006 Edition

Letters to the editor...

Vote yes on fire district and levy 
I am a retired, disabled firefighter, and a 20-year member 
of the National Fire Protection Association. After serving 
over 30 years in the fire service, the last 15 years in a large 
department, well-staffed with over 2,000 fires a year, I first 
became acquainted with our fine professional fire 
department about a year and a half ago.  
I was present on a fire at a mobile home on a subzero 
Christmas Eve where one fire truck with only three 
firefighters fought and saved a mobile home and prevented 
any damage to any others just several feet away.  
My previous department or any department would have had 
at least five trucks and over 20 firefighters. Then we were 
only allowed 20 minutes in and then had to take a break. 
They (LLCFR) took no break for over four hours. I have 
never in over 30 years seen anything like I did that night. I 
was very impressed. 
The fire department, unlike most in other counties, is 
responsible for providing protection from one station to the 
entire county. They are unable to perform this task with 
current funding and facilities. Had the fire I mentioned 
taken place in a family home on Spruce in Pan Ark, it would 
have taken at least 23 minutes just to arrive. If the crew 
were finished with a fire and then got a call in Leadville, 
they would have taken much more time than that to 
respond as they would then have to make the engine ready 
again, no easy, timely task. It is becoming much more 
frequent for the fire department to get several calls within 
minutes of each other. When Engine 1 and the crew leave 
the city, a substantial portion of our population and 
structures of this historic town are left without protection 
until reserve crew members report to the fire station. 
The fire chief, as well as I, recognizes that the department, 
well trained as it is, is not equipped to meet the goal. All of 
the county commissioners recognize this and they urged in 
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a resolution that citizens support the “fire plan” and the mill 
levy at a joint meeting in May. All of the commissioners and 
all of city council stated their belief that the currant system 
does not work. Fire protection, because of funding issues 
that are always the top priority at budget time, has long 
been neglected, especially the south end of the county. Fire 
protection would be best provided by a board from all areas 
of the county with enough money to do the job with their 
focus to provide protection for the entire county and every 
person in it. 
Please support our community, please vote yes for the fire 
district and for the mill levy. 
James F. Stillman 
Leadville 

Shop, group not the same 
We just wanted to let you and your readers know that “the 
Trailhead Group” is not affiliated with The Trailhead 
outdoors shop in Buena Vista, Colo., nor its parent company 
The Trailhead, Inc.  
Several customers have asked us about The Trailhead 
Group’s radio messages. We requested that The Trailhead 
Group add us to their disclaimer at the end of the 
messages. They refused. We have posted a disclaimer on 
our Web site at www.TheTrailheadCO.com and urge all our 
friends and loyal customers to help us make this distinction 
clear. 
Keith & Evelyn Baker  
Co-owners 
The Trailhead 
Buena Vista 

Community should be clean 
Citizens of Leadville, notice the sides of the highway. 
There’s trash. You can all help us keep our community 
clean. Please throw away all of your trash and recycle 
recyclables. 
Citizens of Leadville, today on Friday, August 25, 2006, the 
7th grade went outside to pick up trash around the school 
and cemetery. They came back 20 minutes later with 304 
pounds of trash. They also found odd things like oven 
doors, tires and lots of normal things, too. 
When we find trash on the sidewalk or blowing in the 
breeze, do we just leave it there, or do we pick it up and 
throw it away? That’s a good question we all ask ourselves, 
but the answer is pick it up and throw it away. 
Please help us at LCMS keep the community clean. Leadville 
will be a better place for all. 
Manzie DeAlba 
LCMS student 

Help clean up cemetery 

http://www.leadvilleherald.com/letters/letters.html (2 of 4)9/12/06 4:09 PM



Welcome to The Herald Democrat - Online! The Premiere News Source for Leadville, Colorado & Beyond!

It has taken me five years to get someone to clean up my 
three lots in the Catholic cemetery. No one helped me. I 
could not do it any more and there are countless families 
alone like me in the same boat. I was ashamed of my lots. 
I have several books of everyone from all the cemeteries in 
Leadville who died here since about 1865 through 1982. 
Gathering all this information was one of the most 
rewarding things one can do. 
These people made Leadville great. They gave their lives for 
a life we are now enjoying. What do the tourists think when 
they see all these heroes so sadly forgotten? Of course 
many don’t have families any more, but when they joined 
their lodges, like the Elks and others, they would assume 
they would not be forgotten. (Motto: An Elk is never 
forgotten.) Well, you go walk around the cemetery and see 
how they are remembered. They clearly have stones with 
the Elk emblem and a place to put a flag in the flag holder. 
You don’t see many flags in these holders. And this is not 
the Elks only. All are the same. 
Couldn’t these lodges vote for a grant to do something for 
them? Clean up all the grass, cut down the dying trees, put 
up all the fallen stones and see that they are permanently 
erected. 
If any of you ever partied or drank with your “brother,” how 
can you forget him? Wouldn’t it make you proud to know 
that your buddy was thought of once in awhile. I used to do 
many yards and leave the garbage bags by the roadway for 
the city to pick up. I never asked for any money for the 
service. I loved to do it. 
And we have a man, John Piearson, who did such a 
wonderful job for me and wants and needs to do this for the 
city and make us proud. But nobody wants to even talk to 
him about it. What a shame. How much money do each of 
these lodges spend foolishly for practically nothing, and 
now you have a chance to do something decent for the 
future. Of course the dead lying there will not thank you, 
but the living who see the results will thank you. I ask you, 
please give this man, John Piearson, a chance. Make it 
possible now that we have someone willing to do this. Let it 
happen now. 
Contact John Piearson, 1206 W. Harrison Ave., Leadville, 
CO 80461. 
Marie Schlamann 
Leadville
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