
Leadville, Colorado 

January 19, 2006 Edition
• Front Page •

Panthers show winning ways

Photo by Denise Ronald/The Mountain Mail

Lake County Panther varsity cager Oguer Peinado steals 
the ball from Salida Spartan Lincoln Lyles, dribbles past 
Spartan Keith Wyatt and puts the ball into the net Jan. 
13 during a Tri-Peaks League contest at Salida. Lake 
County won the game 62-59. See story HERE

LCOSI in jeopardy?
Can the Lake County Open Space Initiative continue if the 
Lake County Board of County Commissioners withdraws 
from the partnership?
This was a question that came up as part of the public 
discussion Tuesday night at the commissioners’ meeting.
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According to Mike Conlin, facilitator for LCOSI, the county 
was the lead agent for the partnership and gave direction to 
the group when it formed in 1998. [more]

David Zaitz is new CEO at St. Vincent
Leadville native David Zaitz was announced as the new chief 
executive officer for St. Vincent Hospital Wednesday, Jan. 
11.
“ I have a passion for St. Vincent’s,” said Zaitz. “I have 
always tried to be helpful there.”
Zaitz was born at SVH and graduated from Lake County 
High School in 1979. He has been living in Summit County 
the last nine years. [more]

Loan approved for Union Pacific land
The Upper Arkansas Area Development Corporation has 
approved lending up to $65,000 to the Lake County 
Economic Development Corporation for the purchase of the 
Union Pacific property on Harrison Avenue.
The UAADC, a subsidiary of the Upper Arkansas Council of 
Government, also approved an additional $20,000 for 
related design, subdividing and survey of the land, 
according to Jeff Ollinger, UAADC administrator. [more]

For more news, - click on the"Front Page" link - here, 
or on the left sidebar above...
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LCOSI in jeopardy?
by Ann E. Wibbenmeyer
Herald Staff Writer

Can the Lake County Open Space Initiative continue if the 
Lake County Board of County Commissioners withdraws from 
the partnership?
This was a question that came up as part of the public 
discussion Tuesday night at the commissioners’ meeting.
According to Mike Conlin, facilitator for LCOSI, the county 
was the lead agent for the partnership and gave direction to 
the group when it formed in 1998.
“ We are all here at the invitation of Lake County to help 
Lake County out of the position they were in,” he said.
The county had an idea, but, “you can’t plan in a vacuum,” 
he said.
Getting the other agencies involved that have jurisdiction 
over Lake County lands allowed Lake County to do what it 
could not do on its own, said Conlin. Seventy-four percent of 
Lake County lands are owned by state or federal 
governments.
“ There has been one hour of participation (at LCOSI 
meetings) by the county commissioners in the last year,” 
Conlin reported.
According to Conlin, there had been 90-percent participation 
of the county commissioners until the current board.
At the November LCOSI meeting the lack of commissioner 
attendance, “was disconcerting,” according to the minutes.
Individual invitations were to have been sent to the 
commissioners for the LCOSI January visioning session 
Thursday at the National Mining Hall of Fame and Museum 
Phelps Dodge room of the convention center at 9 a.m.
The agenda item at the BOCC meeting Tuesday, “caught us 
off guard,” said Conlin before the commissioner meeting.
In response to the discussion item on the agenda, Dave 
Hallock with the Bureau of Land Management wrote a letter 
to the commissioners.
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“ Your non-participation would surely have detrimental, if not 
fatal results for LCOSI, and would damage each of the 
partners’ efforts to work for the good of Lake County and its 
citizens,” wrote Hallock.
“ If the county pulls out, it is the death knell of LCOSI,” 
paraphrased U.S. Forest Service District Ranger Jim Zornes.
“ We are not closing the doors for you or Dave. We 
encourage you to continue,” Commissioner Mike Hickman 
responded to Zornes.
Commissioner Carl Schaefer called LCOSI “an autonomous 
decision-making authority.”
The group is accountable to no one, and its actions may be 
attributed to Lake County, he added as reasons for the 
county to withdraw from the partnership.
Commission Chair Ken Olsen said that cases in court have 
held open-space initiatives as land-use layers.
“ It is planning and zoning without the process of public 
hearing,” he said.
“ Land use and zoning is what we are elected to do,” said 
Hickman. “LCOSI was not elected. The yea or nay should 
rest with us.”
“ Protecting the interests of the citizens of Lake County has 
always been the goal of LCOSI,” wrote Zornes in a letter he 
submitted to the commissioners.
“ We are looking to the county for direction,” said Hallock in 
his letter. “All the partners are looking forward to a 
rewarding future with your guidance.”
It is hard to give direction to a group, or even know what is 
going on, if there is no attendance, said Mayor Bud Elliott, 
speaking as a citizen.
All partners involved in the discussion expressed an interest 
in seeing the commissioners attend the LCOSI meeting.
Some present were critical of LCOSI.
“ LCOSI is an obstacle for communication,” said Dennis 
Smith. “It doesn’t form a means of communication for the 
public.”
He felt his comments to LCOSI have been misrepresented in 
minutes in the past, he said.
“ Federal people working together is an obstacle for little 
people,” said Dennis O’Neill.
Craig Stuller, member of the water advisory council for the 
commissioners, had a different experience with LCOSI and 
encouraged the commissioners to take their time on the 
decision.
He had a disagreement with LCOSI in the past, he said.
“ Instead of withdrawing, I got more involved and formed 
relationships with the partners,” he said.
“ It is hard to conceive LCOSI continuing without the county 
just as it is hard to believe it didn’t start with the county,” he 
said.
City Council Member Caroline Puntenney has also attended 
many LCOSI meetings.
“ I’m sorry this is even a discussion,” she said. “Every voice 
is important, and every voice is heard.”
Zornes wrote in his letter, “It is an excellent opportunity to 



hear from non-governmental groups about their hopes, 
concerns and visions for Lake County’s future.”
“ No better representation of the people of Lake County can 
be found than the three commissioners,” said Hallock in his 
letter.
“ We are always better off together than alone,” he ended. 

David Zaitz is new CEO 
at St. Vincent
by Ann E. Wibbenmeyer
Herald Staff Writer

Leadville native David Zaitz was 
announced as the new chief 
executive officer for St. Vincent 
Hospital Wednesday, Jan. 11.
“ I have a passion for St. 
Vincent’s,” said Zaitz. “I have 
always tried to be helpful there.”
Zaitz was born at SVH and 
graduated from Lake County High 
School in 1979. He has been living 
in Summit County the last nine 
years.
His physical therapy company has also worked with SVH for 
the last nine years, he said.
Being a Leadville local made a difference in getting Zaitz on 
the list to start with, said acting CEO Howard Anderson.
“ Being offered the job was accomplished on his own,” he 
said. The decision was unanimous by the board, according to 
Anderson.
Zaitz has not previously been an administrator, but has the 
degree, has health care experience and is an excellent 
business man, said Anderson.
After graduating from LCHS, Zaitz attended the University of 
Colorado at Boulder for a bachelor’s degree in exercise 
physiology. He then attended the University of Colorado 
School of Medicine in Denver where he earned another 
bachelor’s degree in physical therapy, he said.
In 2000, Zaitz returned to school at Regis University to earn 
his master’s degree in business with an emphasis in health 
care.
He has worked with the Denver Broncos as an assistant 
athletic trainer and later as a physical therapist, he said.
After working at Denver Broncos Sports Medicine, he started 
his own practice in Frisco, Avalanche Physical Therapy. He 
took the business from two to six clinics, and then merged it 
with others across the country, he said.
After earning his master’s degree, Zaitz became the vice 
president of operations for the Colorado clinics, which total 
20.
He knows the hospital has had challenges with 
administration in the recent past.
“ The high altitude is difficult for those who have not lived 
there before,” he said.
He added, “We’ll have to navigate changes in health care. St. 



Vincent has the same issues as all hospitals in the United 
States today.”
He sees Leadville continuing to grow, he said, with the rising 
costs in the surrounding resort areas. The hospital has the 
possibility to grow with the growth of the community.
For now, “¾at least back to three,” is the number of doctors 
he would like to see at the hospital.
“ Howard Anderson has initiated (recruitment of doctors). I 
hope to finish his good work,” said Zaitz.
“ Services always have to be revisited as the community 
grows,” said Zaitz.
He said he needs to understand all the issues before making 
a decision on obstetrics at the hospital.
“ That is a difficult decision to make,” he said.
The first couple of months at the hospital will be spent 
gaining an understanding of the issues as well as staff 
issues, said Zaitz.
“ Health-care workers are dedicated people,” said Zaitz. “No 
one’s ever asked them.”
He wants to know what the staff feels should be the direction 
of the hospital, he said.
Zaitz said the board drilled the candidates for the position. 
His last interview was 10 hours long, he said.
“ I’m honored they selected me,” he said. “I’m excited for 
the opportunity.”
Zaitz will be starting at the hospital on Monday, Jan. 23.

Loan approved for Union Pacific land
by Ann E. Wibbenmeyer
Herald Staff Writer

The Upper Arkansas Area Development Corporation has 
approved lending up to $65,000 to the Lake County 
Economic Development Corporation for the purchase of the 
Union Pacific property on Harrison Avenue.
The UAADC, a subsidiary of the Upper Arkansas Council of 
Government, also approved an additional $20,000 for related 
design, subdividing and survey of the land, according to Jeff 
Ollinger, UAADC administrator.
At the November Leadville Coalition meeting, up to $60,000 
of the coalition money was approved for the EDC to use for 
the purchase of the property as well.
A total of $125,000 is available for the EDC to use on the 
purchase of the property.
The EDC will be entering into negotiations with Union Pacific 
for the purchase, said EDC Vice President and Secretary 
Peggy Forney.
“ We (now) have a stronger negotiation position with the 
railroad property,” said Forney about having the funding for 
the purchase.
“ This is a strong win for the community,” she said. “The 
purchase of the property is more viable than two to three 
months ago.”
The council of governments would like an anchor tenant 
identified at the time of the close, she said, but the decision 
of the UAADC was a, “vote of confidence with the COG.”



“ They believe it will be successful in a reasonable time,” she 
said.
The plan for the EDC is to purchase the property and sell it 
to an anchor tenant for a profit. This profit, after paying off 
the money lent from the Leadville Coalition and the UAADC, 
would fund further economic development projects for 
Leadville and Lake County.
“ Stimulating sales revenues and increase employment are 
the drivers for the EDC,” said Forney.
According to Ollinger, the UAADC is a gap-filler lender. This 
means a bank or other loaning agency would be the first-
position owner on a loan.
Since there is no bank involved in this loan, a possibility may 
be for the UAADC and the Leadville Coalition to share the 
first position of ownership of the collateral, said Ollinger.
Giving partial release to the land for sale is how the UAADC 
would be paid back.
This is unusual, said Ollinger, because there is usually a 
structured predictable payback according to a projected cash 
flow, which will not be present in this loan.
The terms and conditions of the UAADC proposal, which is 
good for two years and two weeks, according to Ollinger, will 
read like a loan.

Yet another rollover



Photo by Amber Moseley

Firefighter Mike McShane is standing on the bottom of a 
jeep that rolled over on Colo. 91 on Jan. 16. The female 
driver was taken to the hospital in a private vehicle, 
according to Captain Chris Sutton. He commented, if it 
was summer, it would be a different story. The snow 
makes a soft landing, he said.

Cultural training session planned
A Cultural Competency Community Training session will be 
held on Friday, Feb. 3 from 10:30 a.m. until 1:30 p.m. 
upstairs at the National Mining Hall of Fame and Museum.
The cost is free, and lunch is also provided free.
The training will include the importance of community 
identity, increase cultural awareness and understanding, 
develop effective skills for interacting with different cultures, 
reduce cultural barriers to customer service, and discuss the 
importance of cross-cultural communications (using 
interpretation services effectively).
The training is offered by the Community Resource Center 
and presented by the Spring Institute.
Register by calling 486-1690 or e-mailing united@bresnan.
net by Jan. 30.
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   Sports & Recreation Page

Boys show winning ways
The Lake County boys basketball team won 3 of 4 recent 
games.
It returned from Christmas break opening up against the 
Cotopaxi Pirates on Jan. 6, defeating the pirates 82 to 55. 
“ The Panthers jumped out to a 47-to-17 halftime lead and 
never looked back,” said Head Coach Matt Vigil. The 
Panthers lead scorers were Kyle Ruzicka with 15 points, 
Corey Burke with 13 points, and Will Bender and Marco 
Peinado each scoring 12 points.
On Jan. 7, the Panthers began conference play and hosted 
the #8-ranked Colorado Springs Christian Lions. The 
Panthers played an excellent first half, being outscored by 
one point in the first quarter, 16 to 15, and going into 
halftime 25 to 28. 
The second half didn’t go the Panthers’ way as the height 
and defensive stops overcame Lake County. The panthers 
came out on the bottom of a score of 71 to 45. 
Scoring for Lake County was Kyle Ruzicka, Will Bender and 
Oguer Peinado each scoring 9 points, Corey Burke with 6, 
Marco Peinado with 5, Evan Salas with 4 and Randy Cavalli 
with 3 points.
On Jan. 12, the Panthers traveled to Salida for a big 
conference game which the panthers needed to stay intent 
to get a fourth seed or better for tournament play. 
The Panthers started sluggish right from tip-off as the 
Spartans came out scoring in the first three possessions. 
Lake County was forced to take an early time-out to 
regroup and focus on the importance of the game. 
The Panthers were outscored by Salida in the first quarter 
16 to 9, and that’s all it took for Lake County to realize 
what needed to be done. The Panthers then outscored the 
Spartans in every quarter winning in a thriller 62 to 59 
finish. 
The Panthers were lead in scoring by Kyle Ruzicka with 21 
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points, Randy Cavalli with 11, Marco Peinado with 10, 
Oguer Peinado with 7, Corey Burke with 6, Will Bender with 
5 and Carlos Madrid with 2 points.
On Saturday, Jan. 14, the Panthers traveled to The Classical 
Academy in another crucial game. The Panthers found 
themselves up in the first quarter 14 to 10, never looking 
back, and then outscoring the Titans 17 to 6 in the second, 
10 to 6 in the third, going into the fourth quarter with a 
twenty-point lead and winning by a final score of 53 to 45. 
The Panthers were led in scoring by Kyle Ruzicka with 15 
points, Marco Peinado and Will Bender with 10, Randy 
Cavalli with 7, Carlos Madrid with 5, Corey Burke with 4 and 
Oguer Peinado with 2 points.

Contributed photo
(From left) Chelsea Knoll, Kaitlyn Quenon and 
Alex Knoll wait to inspect the course before 
their second run at Loveland Valley.

Skiers 
continue to 
improve
The Lake County 
High School Panthers 
alpine ski team 
competed at 
Loveland Valley for a 
giant slalom race 
Friday, Jan. 13. 
“ The team 
continued to improve 
as all three athletes 
finished both runs 
with no 
disqualifications,” 
said LCHS Alpine Coach Jon Lenhard.
For the girls, Kaitlyn Quenon was the highest finisher in 
45th place, while Chelsea Knoll finished in 75th place out of 
121.
Showing a lot of improvement in only her third high-school 
race, Quenon was five spots away from qualifying for the 
state meet. 
On the boys side, Alex Knoll finished in 85th place out of 
140 boys. 
The Panthers travel to Beaver Creek on the 20th for a 
slalom race.
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Editorial

From the editor 

It’s pet contest time
“ All animals are equal, but some animals are more equal 
than others.” – George Orwell
It’s time for the Herald’s annual Best Pet Contest, and if 
your cat or dog are among the animals “more equal than 
others,” we invite you to enter. The animals that Herald 
staffers belong to are also in the “more equal” category, but 
as they cannot enter the contest, your animals have a 
chance of winning.
Leadvillians love their animals, and each year we’re 
surprised, and often moved, by the stories they tell.
This contest benefits the animal shelter by providing food 
and supplies for use by the animals there. Those who enter 
are asked to provide pet supplies as an entry fee. We also 
welcome donations from people who aren’t entering the 
contest, but want to contribute to the animals at the 
shelter. 
Of course, you can donate to the shelter any time of the 
year. The need always exists. We also know of several 
people who volunteer to walk shelter dogs as another way 
to help. If you’re interested, stop by the shelter and 
volunteer.
Warning: visiting the shelter can lead to the addition of a 
new, furry member to your family. We speak from 
experience as that is how we acquired Harriet, the Herald 
cat.
An entry form for the contest appears in this issue.
••••• 
In last week’s issue we started a series on Leadville’s 
famous ice palace, using articles appearing in early issues 
of the Herald Democrat as this amazing project unfolded.
We found it interesting that even as early as 1895, people 
here were turning to tourism as an antidote to a flagging 
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economy.
The ice palace was a “very Leadville thing,” but the idea 
didn’t originate here. What is believed to be the first ice 
palace was built in Russia in 1740; in 1883, Montreal built 
the first North American ice palace.
The ice palaces obviously had to be built in cold places, 
which is why Montreal and St. Paul, Minn., have been 
common places for ice palaces even up into the 21st 
century.
Many people are aware that Leadville once had an ice 
palace and have seen the replica in the Heritage Museum 
but may not have more information than that. We found the 
old accounts of the activities surrounding the ice palace 
fascinating. Can a town have too many parties? We suspect 
Leadvillians, no slouches when it came to wild times, were 
exhausted by the time the palace closed, victim of an early 
spring. 
Although there was talk of rebuilding the ice palace here, 
and even some talk of reconstructing it in glass bricks as a 
tourist attraction, it never happened. At least, not yet. This 
would have been a good year for it, wouldn’t it?
••••• 
In this paper we feature the first baby of the year born to 
Leadville parents, but the baby was actually born in Denver. 
With no more obstetrics at St. Vincent, we likely will have 
no new Leadville natives. 
Marcia Martinek
Herald Editor
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New Arrivals

Shanelle 
Angelique 
Medina
Photo by Ann E. 
Wibbenmeyer

Jonathan Valdez, all 
dressed for the 
playoffs, is 
apparently the first 
baby of 2006 born to 
Leadville parents. He 
was born Jan. 3 at 
St. Anthony Hospital. 
His length was 21 
inches and his 
weight was 7 
pounds, 4 ounces. 
He is the son of 
Griselda Cierra and 
Savino Valdez and 
the grandson of Martina and Jose Cierra, and Gustavo and 
Trini Valdez. 
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Obituaries

John Moore
John Moore, 86, a former mayor of Leadville, recently of 
Grand Junction, died Jan. 16. Funeral arrangements are 
pending with Bailey Funeral Home. 

Frank George Edwin Tucker
Frank George Edwin Tucker, 64, died Monday evening, Jan. 
2 at his family home in Montrose. 
Tucker was born on Feb. 15, 1941, in Grand Junction to 
Edwin and Grace (DuCray) Tucker. Tucker lived on the 
family farm in Appleton with his family until he was six 
years of age, when they moved to Silt and lived for three 
years. 
Tucker grew up riding his horse and fishing with his dad up 
Elk Creek, and just generally being busy.
The Tucker family built a home in Rifle in 1950 after 
Tucker’s father was transferred there. 
He had a strong work ethic from a very early age. He loved 
going to the local ranches and helping with the branding 
and the docking. From the age of 12 he volunteer at the 
local funeral home, Sowder Mortuary, and was always 
volunteering in some capacity or another at the local 
hospital and the Rifle pharmacy.
He loved flowers and learned to arrange at a very early 
age, entering his arrangements at the Garfield County Fair 
each summer.
In high school, he was involved in politics, both in school 
with student council and in the community, as well as being 
a drummer in the Rifle High School band. 
Tucker went to the University of Colorado and graduated 
from law school in 1964. 
He returned to Garfield County, married Louise Mansfield 
from Akron, Ohio, in 1968 and had a son, James Merritt 
DuCray Tucker in 1975. 
He began private practice in Glenwood Springs before 
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successfully campaigning for the job of the 9th Judicial 
District Attorney in 1972, encompassing Garfield, Pitkin and 
Rio Blanco Counties. He was appointed the interim district 
attorney in 1975 for San Juan county.
While in office, Tucker prosecuted high-profile individuals 
such as Claudine Longet. He also ran across the infamous 
Ted Bundy during his prosecutorial years.
Tucker and his wife divorced in 1978, and he decided to go 
back into the mortuary business. He attended the San 
Francisco College of Mortuary Science in 1979. 
Tucker married Debbie McGuern in 1981. In 1983, just after 
the birth of his first daughter, Whitney Laurean, Tucker 
purchased the Moynahan O’Malia Mortuary in Leadville. He 
moved to Leadville to run the mortuary in the historic 
mining town while his wife and daughter stayed in 
Glenwood to run another small business. 
In 1985, a second daughter, Morgan Leah, was born. At this 
time, Tucker’s mother moved to Leadville to manage the 
funeral home, allowing Tucker to stay in Glenwood and 
attempt to purchase another property.
In July, 1987, the Tucker family moved to Montrose to 
purchase the Montrose Valley Funeral Home, where they 
have lived ever since. The Tucker’s third daughter, Sloan 
Nichole, was born in November, 1996.
Tucker maintained his optimism outwardly while he 
struggled inwardly to ward off the depression that came 
with his cancer when he was first diagnosed in 2001. He 
fought to the end and died at home, lovingly surrounded by 
the women in his life, the people who mattered to him.
Tucker is survived by his wife of 25 years, Deborah Tucker, 
his three daughters, Whitney Tucker of Dallas, Texas; 
Morgan Tucker of Meadville, Pa.; and Sloan Tucker of the 
family home and his son Jaime Tucker of Los Angeles. He is 
also survived by his sister Judy (Glenn) Brice of Grand 
Junction, numerous nieces and nephews and friends, 
including Megan Hess of the family’s funeral home.
Tucker was preceded in death by his father and mother as 
well as a newborn brother Will in 1939.
Memorial contributions may be made to Bank of The West, 
1105 South Townsend Avenue, Montrose, CO 81401. 
Arrangements were handled under the direction of the 
family’s Montrose Valley Funeral Home.

Correction
The obituary for Neil D. Glenn that appeared in the Jan. 12 
edition of the Herald left out his surviving daughter, 
Kathleen (Katie) Glenn of Grand Junction. 
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January 19, 2006 Edition

Letters to the editor...

Breitling shares memories
I just got notice that my Herald Democrat subscription is 
now due. 
Due to my lack of personal contact for many years, I was 
about to cancel my subscription. Then, I reconsidered and 
herewith is the subscription price.
Our family moved to Leadville in late August 1964. We were 
renting a house in West Park at 308 Mt. Yale. We bought it 
after a year. The photo of the house with the snow fortress 
around the front in the Dec. 29, 2005, issue reminded me 
of the house where we had lived. 
I worked at Climax in design engineering from November 
1963 until we moved to Salt Lake City in June 1969 where I 
was with Kennecott. My first day on the job at Climax, 
Horace Ham and I were in a lunch room underground on 
the Phillipson Level when we heard that President Kennedy 
had been killed.
My wife Mary Alice and I and the four children remaining at 
home enjoyed the small-town atmosphere of Leadville. We 
had a family season pass at Cooper Hill and greatly enjoyed 
ice skating at night at the all-purpose court.
The high school basketball team was one of our greatest 
joys. We do not remember the names of all of the players 
but all of us remember the outstanding play of Joe Pacheco. 
We went to games at Salida and down in the San Luis 
Valley as well as the home games.
I enjoyed working with the County Republican Central 
Committee. Our little membership greatly enjoyed the 
successful effort by U.S. Senator Peter Dominick to come 
speak to us at the high school on one of the worst snowy 
nights of 1968. He phoned us at the school, said he had 
reached Frisco and would make it, and he did. The next 
time we asked him to come up we held it upstairs at the 
Silver King Inn, and the meeting room and adjoining rooms 
were full.
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When the Red Buffalo route was giving all of our mountain 
communities trouble, we contacted Dominick’s Washington 
office and asked his aide to get the boondoggle stopped. 
Peter came out and rode the route on horseback with some 
other officials and the Denver newspaper’s reporters and 
photographers. He declared it to be unacceptable to him, 
and he got it stopped by, I believe, the Department of 
Agriculture. This was before our meeting at Silver King Inn.
Dominick sponsored and got passed a bill that freed the 
price of silver from government control. In those days 
mining was not a dirty word in the mining towns.
During the 1968 election campaign, Pete Cosgriff got 
Governor John Love up to the Climax Storke Level at 
quitting time where he shook hands in every direction and 
said something like, “Hi! I’m John Love and would 
appreciate your vote in November.” I believe he got quite a 
few.
We loved the summer flowers in Iowa Gulch where we 
would drive in our VW.
I appreciated working with Al Smith and Larry Lynn on the 
TV-FM Translator Association, going rabbit hunting in the 
San Luis Valley with Horace Ham, Red Ross and friends, 
and fishing or grouse hunting with Tharon Garber. Those 
were five good years.
Thomas O. "Tom" Breitling
breitling3419@msn.com 

We’re not dead yet
According to Dr. Nancy Balter, a toxicologist at Genesee 
Toxicology Associates, states, “I have reviewed none of the 
underlying data, and, specifically, none of the data that 
links blood lead levels and environmental lead levels in 
individual homes.”
This she states in a report to the BOCC that it is her opinion 
that the design of the LCCHP (Kids First Program) cannot 
necessarily assure that, once completed, an adequate 
remediation of lead contamination has occurred such that 
future children of Leadville will be adequately protected. All 
the BOCC has gained from this report is an incomplete 
review.
What is Dr. Balter saying by stating that she did not review 
the link between blood lead levels and the environmental 
lead levels? Was that not the reason for the BOCC paying 
for her to determine if the LCCHP could effectively resolve 
this issue of lead contamination?
No one is dying nor do we have any children that have 
elevated lead levels above the threshold limit of 10ug/dl 
lead as determined by the Centers for Disease Control 
where possible learning disabilities could occur. Dr. Balter 
states:
“ Because there is no threshold for adverse effects of lead 
in children, there is benefit in reducing lead exposure to the 
extent practical for this sensitive population.” (Note: Lake 
County children, between the ages of 1 and 6 are just 

 



above 3 ug/dl, and the national average is around 2 ug/dl 
or below. This percentage is based on only a small 
statistical percentage of children age 1 to 6).
Blood-lead levels of the children in Lake County are below 
10 ug/dl, meeting the CDC’s blood-lead targets and my 
question, why is that not enough? 
In a perfect world as a society we would prefer our children 
to be free from all possible toxins but this is not a realistic 
goal due to the economic costs and technology limitations. 
Dr. Balter implies that complete removal of all lead 
contamination would be ideal, if this were possible. 
Leadville would need to be leveled and hauled off to a 
hazardous-waste site, along with all other cities in America. 
Lead is a problem throughout the nation, and lead levels in 
children nationwide and in Leadville have been continually 
dropping since lead regulations for gasoline and paint where 
put in place.
First it was the water, now it’s the lead, and guess what, 
we’re still not dead!
Brad Littlepage
Leadville




